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watch

Anyone traveling on Route 465 - the Trans-Binyamin Highway - near the newly built 

planned city of Rawabi and the Jewish community of Ateret - cannot ignore the smell of the 

sewage that permeates the highway.

For a long and uninterrupted period, a stream of raw PA sewage has flowed just a few 

yards from the road,and directly into the nearby village of Wadi Hamam.

The source of the sewage is one or more of the Arab villages adjacent to the road: the 

villages of Yabrud and Jifna or the town of Bir Zeit, which also has a large university with 

15,000 students. 
The sewage flows along a path several miles long, creating, in addition to the foul odors, 

additional hazards of mosquitoes, severe environmental pollution and various related health 

problems.
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The Khan al-Ahmar litmus test

Opponents and proponents of relocation agree that it’s about the two-state solution

A BEDOUIN man looks after his animals in the disputed encampment of Khan al-Ahmar near Ma'aleh Adumim last month. (Mohamad Torokman/Reuters)
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ties “specifically planned,” about 

which public statements have been 

made “that they are there to create 

territorial contiguity” for the Pales- 

tinians.
The EU, she said, has supported 

these efforts.

Regavim, along with the Kfar 

Adumim settlement, is among 

those who have petitioned the 

High Court of Justice over the last 

nine years to relocate the school.

Kahn said the decision to move 

against the community was taken 

in 2009, when a European-funded 

elementary school was built there. 

The school was seen as a sign that 

the community intended to stay 

there and grow, Kahn said.

Last month EU foreign policy 

chief Federica Mogherini public-

hold on the Ma’aleh Adumim bloc 

and that its continued presence 

there is a direct Palestinian chal- 

lenge to Israeli control of Area C of 

the West Bank.

The Knesset’s Land of Israel Cau- 

cus group asked Prime Minister 

Benjamin Netanyahu and Defense 

Minister Avigdor Liberman late last 

month to ensure its evacuation.

The Khan al-Ahmar case is “a 

watershed” moment and “a fun- 

damental test case for Israeli sov- 

ereignty that entails the strategic 

interests of the State of Israel,” cau- 

cus chairmen MKs Yoav Kisch and 

Bezalel Smotrich wrote.

Regavim spokeswoman Naomi 

Kahn said that Khan al-Ahmar is 

part of a long string of illegal Pal- 

estinian and Bedouin communi-

construction in El.

Some fear this could also include 

the resumption of work on the 

security barrier in that area, which 

has been frozen for over a decade 

precisely because it would place El 

inside the route of the barrier.

Both of the relocation options 

for Khan al-Ahmar are outside the 

route of the barrier, according to 

Alon Cohen-Lifshitz, architect and 

head of the left-wing NGO Bim- 

kom’s planning and community 

department.

“If you want to clean up this area 

of Bedouin, you start with one com- 

munity and then it will be easier to 

move others,” he said.

Right-wing Israeli politicians and 

NGOs also believe that the reloca- 

tion of the site is critical to Israel’s

in recent weeks.

At issue is the location of the 

village. It is situated just outside of 

the boundaries of El, which is an 

unbuilt tract of land belonging to 

the Ma’aleh Adumim settlement.

The Palestinian Authority and 

much of the international com- 

munity, including the EU and the 

UN, believe that construction in El 

would make the territorial conti- 

guity of a Palestinian state difficult 

and thus unviable. EU diplomats 

frequently visit the village in soli- 

darity with its plight.

They worry that the forced 

relocation of the village, which they 

hold is illegal under international 

law, is just the start of Israeli 

efforts to relocate the Bedouin 

from that area, in preparation for

BEDOUIN BATTLE

• By TOVAH LAZAROFF

H
usein Abu Dahuk lives 

on the side of Road 1, 

on a small dip in the 

road that one could 

miss if one blinked 

while driving from the Dead Sea up 

to Jerusalem.

Even for those with their eyes 

wide open, the small scattering of 

tents and shacks that make up his 

herding village of Khan al-Ahmar 

looks fairly inconsequential spread 

out against the sandy hillsides of 

the Judean Desert.

But for the 58-year-old shepherd, 

who spoke with The Jerusalem Post 

through a translator, the encamp- 

ment is a home worth fighting for.

He is among some 180 Bedouin 

residents of the village of Khan 

al-Ahmar who have repeatedly told 

the State of Israel that they have no 

intention of accepting the reloca- 

tion plans it has offered them.

The fate of the village is now in 

the hands of the High Court of 

Justice, which could decide as early 

as this coming week whether the 

families living there will be forcibly 

relocated, possibly imminently.

At issue before the court is a series 

of technical Israeli legal questions 

regarding illegal construction, 

property ownership and the via- 

bility of alternative locations that 

mark the end of what has been a 

nine-year legal battle.

But the campaign to save the vil- 

lage has spread well beyond Area C 

of the West Bank, where the village 

is located, and has reached as far as 

the European Union and the Unit- 

ed Nations Security Council.

Khan al-Ahmar supporters hold 

that no less than the future of a Pal- 

estinian state is resting on whether 

the clan can remain at the site 

where they have lived for decades.

To underscore the significance of 

the site to the larger diplomatic 

battle for self-determination, Pal- 

estinian flags have fluttered from 

polls stuck on the hillside and have 

at times been placed along Road 

1 near the village. Demonstrators 

with Palestinian flags have also at 

times temporarily blocked the road
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A Few Words from the Director
Dear Friends, Shalom!
I am pleased and proud to share Regavim's 2018 Annual Report. As in the past, we 
present this report just before Tu B'Shvat, the day on which we celebrate the Land of 
Israel. The proximity of this auspicious date to the end of the fiscal year presents us 
with a unique opportunity to take stock of our activities.
The Annual Report offers a taste of the central items on Regavim's 2018 agenda, 
presenting our activities through the prism of strategic, rather than tactical, progress. 
We have attempted to present a sample of our fieldwork as well as our legal, policy and 
lobbying, and media efforts.
Like a plow that creates furrows in the earth that are long and deep, we at Regavim 
invest a tremendous amount of thought and energy in groundwork that will eventually 
bear fruit. At times, our efforts involve short but intensive bursts of activity that yield 
immediate results; other times, our goals can only be achieved through deliberate, 
in-depth work that is almost imperceptible on the surface but is crucial to the final 
product, which takes time to grow and develop at its own pace.
Like the farmer working the field, every so often we allow ourselves the luxury of 
straightening up from the plow and wiping the sweat from our brow, while casting a 
glance back over our shoulder at the long, hard row that has been plowed and taking 
pride and pleasure in a job well done. Our Annual Report allows us to assess our 
progress, and then to turn, once again, to face the horizon that stretches out ahead, to 
regroup, and to set our sights on the tasks still not completed.
This stock-taking helps us focus on the many positive changes that occurred over 
the course of the year - in the fight to protect Israel's land resources, in the battle 
for implementation of a Jewish, Zionist land-use policy in the State of Israel, in the 
struggle to protect Israel's environment and natural resources, and in the fight against 
selective, prejudicial law enforcement. Some of these positive changes bear our clear 
and unmistakable signature; others are the result of our behind-the-scenes efforts. 
Nonetheless, our successes have not lulled us into complacency about the many 
challenges that lie ahead.
Without your support, and the support of other dear friends like you, we would be 
unable to continue our mission, and the end-of-year report gives us an opportunity to 
express our gratitude to those who have made this year's progress possible.
I would also like to take this opportunity to inform you that after many years of 
intensive work at Regavim, I have accepted a new and challenging role as Director 
General of the Binyamin Regional Council. I take leave of Regavim, which has 
been my second home for over a decade, gratified by the knowledge that I am 
entrusting the organization and its vital mission in capable hands. Meir Deutsch, 
who has been at my side since Regavim's first steps, will take the helm, and I 
hope and pray that he will enjoy continued success.
Together, with God's help, we will continue to invest all our energies and talents in 
the Zionist objectives of protecting the Land and People of Israel. I thank you for your 
support and partnership every step of the way.

Yehuda Eliyah 
Director General

3 Field Coordinators

3 lawyers 
1 Homeland 

which we will continue to protect, 
with God's help – and yours.

Yehuda Eliyahu 
Director General

Chezi Eyal | Field 
Operations – North

Att. Avi Segal

Levona Caspi 
Office Manager

Raful Engel 
Director of Operations

Avraham Binyamin 
Spokesman

Amichai Yogev | Field 
Operations – South

Att. Yael Cinnamon

Meir Deutsch 
Senior VP for Policy

Yishai Hemo | Field 
Operations -Judea & Samaria

Naomi Kahn 
International Division

Att. Boaz Arzi 
Legal Counsel

Hanan Greenwald 
Adam v'Adamah Center

Gabi Harow 
Dir. of Development

בס״ד



2018>5<2018>4<

KeY aCHievmeNTS - 2019
Khan al Ahmar: No More Excuses! 
Khan al Ahmar is an illegal outpost, located on a strategic point that creates a band of 
Palestinian-controlled territory stretching between Ramallah, Bethlehem, and Jericho. 
Khan al Ahmar is the flagship of the Fayyad Plan, the Palestinian Authority's blueprint 
for unilateral creation of a Palestinian State in Area C.
For a decade, Regavim has led the legal battle for Khan al Ahmar in Israel's High Court 
of Justice, leading to the Supreme Court's recent precedent-setting decision allowing 
the State to enforce the law at this crucial site. After the Ministry of Defense completed 
the necessary preparations for relocation of the outpost's residents, Prime Minister 
Netanyahu postponed the demolition of the squatters' camp indefinitely.

Regavim launched a major campaign, aimed 
at exerting pressure on the Prime Minister. 
A long list of MKs accepted our invitation 
to visit the site, where we, together with 
influential members of the Likud, showed 
them the facts on the ground. 
We publicized explanatory videos, and 
participated in Knesset committee hearings. 
Khan al Ahmar will remain high on our 
agenda for 2019.

Eradicating Polygamy: The Government Takes Responsibility 
The practice of polygamy in the Bedouin sector is fueled, for 
the most part, by the illegal "importation" of women from the 
Palestinian territories. The principal victims of polygamy are 
women and children, but the demographic, national, social, and 
security challenges it brings in its wake are massive and growing 
problems that the State of Israel has ignored for decades.
Regavim has been sounding the alarm about this phenomenon 
for years; this past year, at last, our efforts brought about 
a significant shift in the government's policy. First, we met 
with the Prime Minister and the Minister of Justice to discuss 
the issues; our meetings were followed up with our in-depth 
research paper on polygamy, which we presented to key 
decision-makers. At the same time, we exposed the economic 
engine that powers the polygamy machine: National Insurance payments that are 
costing Israeli taxpayers billions.
The Minister of Justice convened a committee that published a detailed report and 
recommendations for fighting this scourge. We held a series of intensive meetings 
with the Minister of Justice and the members of the committee, and our input had a 
major impact on the quality and comprehensiveness of the report's final draft - most 
important of which was our recommendation to create a new oversight body dedicated 
specifically to the fight against polygamy. For the first in Israel's history, this newly-

formed directorate will coordinate among the relevant 
authorities in the Bedouin sector. The directorate, which 
includes a Regavim representative, has begun its work, 
and we congratulate Minister of Justice Ayelet Shaked 
and Attorney Emi Palmor, Director General of the Justice 
Ministry, for this historic step forward. 

PolygaMeToo
Polygamy in Israel: Overview and Recommendations | March 2018

major research papers
3

We produced

57
informational tours of the Negev, the Galilee, 
and Judea and Samaria for Members of Knesset, 
foreign and local correspondents, and public-
opinion influencers, including 7 fly-over tours

We conducted
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"Agricultural Annexation" and The PA's Hostile Takeover of Area C 
This year, we exposed the PA's systematic program of strategic land seizure in Area C 
through mass-scale agricultural activity funded by Arab and European countries. Taking 
advantage of the outmoded system of law in force in Judea and Samaria, the PA has 
begun to redraw the map and stake Palestinian claims to huge areas under full Israeli 
jurisdiction.
We began by collecting information and mapping out 
the data, as the basis of the detailed study of the 
problem we presented to the Prime Minister, members 
of the cabinet, ministers and MKs. We then launched 
a media campaign and conducted fact-finding 
tours for Members of Knesset to areas of Judea and 
Samaria endangered by the PA's "Roots Project." At 
the same time, we filed a number of Supreme Court 
petitions. Our "Roots of Evil" report has served as the 
basis for a series of hearings in the Knesset Foreign 
Affairs and Defense Committee's 
subcommittee on Judea and 
Samaria, under the stewardship of 
MK Moti Yogev. 
As a result of our intensive 
efforts, the Ministry of Defense 
finally acknowledged the 
problem, and has drafted 
recommendations to combat this 
strategic threat.
This coming year, we hope to 
create a wave of public-opinion 
pressure that will spur decision-
makers to take action.
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 ״״״״״, ״״״״״״״״״״ ״״״ ״״״״״״ ״״ ״״״״״״
 ״״״ ״״״״״״ ״״״״״״ ״״״״״ ״״״״״ ״״״״

 ״״״״״״״, ״״״״״ ״״״״״״ ״״״״״״, ״״״״״״
 ״״״״״״ ״״״״״״״, ״״״״״״״״ ״״״״״״ ״״״״״״

 ״״ ״״״״ ״״״״״ ״״״״״ ״״״״״ ״״״״״ ״״
 "״״״״״״״", ״״״ ״״״״״״ ״״״ ״״״״״״, ״״״״״
 ״״״״״״״״ ״״״״״״״ ״״״״״ ״״״״״ ״״״״״ - ״״״
 ״״״ ״״״״״ ״״״״״״ ״״״״ - ״״״״״״ ״״״״״״ ״״
 ״״״״ ״״״ ״״״״״, ״״ ״״״״״״״ ״״״״״ ״״

 ״״״״״ ״״ ״״״״ "״״״״״ ״״״״״. ״״״״״״ ״״״״״״״
 ״״״״״״״ ״״״״ ״״ ״״״״ ״״״״״״ ״״״״״״״

 ״״״״״״״״״ ״״״״״ ״״״״״״", ״״״״״ ״״״״״״

״״״״״״. ״״ ״״״״״

ןןןןןן ןןןןן
 ״״״״״״ ״״״״ ״״״ ״״״״ ״״״, ״״״״״
 ״״״״״״ ״״״״״״״ ״״״״״״ ״״״״״״ ״״״״״״,

 ״״״״״ ״״ ״״״״ ״״״ ״״״״״״״״ ״״״״״״
 ״״״ ״״ ״״״״״״״. ״״״״״״ ״״״״״ ״״״״״״״״

 ״״״״״ ״״״״״״, ״״״״״ ״״״״״ "״״״״״״״",
 ״״״״״". "״״״״ ״״״״״״: ״״״ ״״״״״ ״״״״״
 ״״״״ ״״״ ״״״״, ״״״״ ״״״״״ ״״״״ ״״״״״

 ״״״״״״ ״״״״״״״ ״״״״״״״ ״״״״״״ ״״״״״ ״״״״״,

 ״״״״״״, ״״״״ ״״״״״״, ״״״״״״״, ״״״״״״״,
 ״״״״״״ ״״״״״ ״״״״״״״ ״״״״״״״, ״״״״״,
״״״״״. ״״״״״״ ״״״״״ ״״״״״״, ״״״״״.

 ״״ ״״״״ ״״״״״ ״״ ״״״״״״״, ״״״״״״״

 ״״״״״״ ״״״״״״ ״״״״״״, ״״״״״ ״״״״״״
 ״״״״ ״״״״״״״ ״״״״״ ״״״״״״ ״״״״״״"

 ״״״״ ״״״״״״, ״״״״ ״״״״״״ ״״״ ״״״״ ״״״״
 ״״״ ״״ ״״״ ״״״״ ״״״״״״, ״״ ״״״״״

 ״״״ ״״״ ״״״ ״״״״״. ״״״״״ ״״״״״״ ״״״״״״
 ״״ ״״״״, ״״״״״ ״״״״ ״״ ״״״״״ ״״״״״. ״״

 ״״״״״ ״״״״״ ״״״״ ״״״ ״״ ״״״ ״״ ״״״ ״״״״
 ״״״ ״״״״״ ״״״ ״״, ״״״״״״ ״״״״ ״״״״״״

״״״״״״״. ״״״
 ״״״״״ ״״״״״״״ ״״״״״״״, ״״״״״ ״״ ״״״

 ״״״״״ ״״ ״״״ ״״״״, ״״״״ ״״״״״״ ״״
 ״״״״״ ״״״״״״״״ ״״ ״״״ ״״״״״״ ״״״״ ״״״
 ״״ ״״״״״״ ״״״״״״ ״״ ״״״״ ״״״״? ״״
 ״״״״״ ״״ ״״״״ ״״״? ״״״״ ״״״ ״״״״״, 29

 ״״״״ ״״״״״״ ״״״ ״״״״״ ״״״״״ ״״״״ ״״״״״?
 ״״״״״״? ״״״״״״״״ ״״ ״״״ ״״״ ״״״ ״״״
 ״״״״״״ ״״״״״ ״״ ״״״ ״״״״? ״״״ ״״״״ ״״״
 ״״ ״״״״״ ״״״״״ ״״״״ ״״״ ״״״״״״״? ״״

 ״״ ״״״״ ״״״״ ״״״״״״״״״, ״״״ ״״״״״״״
 ״״ ״״״ ״״ ״״״״״״? ״״״״״ ״״״ ״״״״״ ״״״״״

 ״״״״ ״״ ״״״ ״״״״״״, ״״״״״ ״״״״ ״״״״״״״
 ״״״״״״ ״״״״ ״״״ ״״״ ״״״״״״״, ״״״״״״״

 ״״״״״ ״״״״ ״״״ ״״״ ״״״״ ״״ ״״״, ״״״״
״״״״. ״״״״״״ ״״ ״״״ ״״״״״״ ״״״״״״ ״״ ״״

 ״״״״״״״ ״״״״״״ ״״״ ״״״״ ״״״, ״״״״״
 ״״״״״ ״״״״״״ ״״״״ ״״״ ״״״״״״״, ״״״״״״״
״״״״״״״ ״״״״״, ״״״״ ״״״״״ ״״״ ״״״״״״

 ״״״״״ ״״״ ״״״״״״״ ״״״״״״״ ״״״״״״ ״״״״
 "״״״״״ ״״״. ״״״ ״״״״״ ״״״״״״״״ ״״״״ ״״״״
 ״״״״״״, ״״״ ״״״ ״״״״״״״", ״״״ ״״״״״״ ״״

 ״״״״״״״״ ״״״״״ ״״״ ״״״״״". ״״״״״ "״״״
 ״״ ״״״ ״״״״ ״״״״״״ ״״״״״ ״״״״ ״״״״

 ״״״״״״״״ ״״״״״ ״״״״״״ ״״״״ ״״״״״״״ ״״״״
 ״״ ״״״״״״, ״״״״״״ ״״״ ״״״״, ״״״״״״״

 ״״״״ ״״״ ״״״ ״״״״״ ״״״, ״״״״״״ ״״״
״״״״". ״״״״״ ״״״״״״״״

 ״״״״״״ ״״״״״״״ ״״״״״״ ״״״ ״״״ ״״״ ״״״
 ״״״״״״ ״״״ ״״״״״״״ ״״״״״״ ״״״״ ״״

 "״״״״ ״״״״״. ״״״״״ ״״״״״ ״״״״״ ״״״״״״
 ״״״ ״״״״״ ״״״״״ ״״״, ״״״״״״ ״״ ״״״״״״״

 ״״ ״״״״״ ״״״״״״״ ״״״ ״״״״ ״״״״״ ״״״״
 ״״״״״ ״״ ״״״״״״״ ״״״ ״״״ ״״״״״, ״״״״״״
 ״״״״״ ״״ ״״״״״״״ ״״״״״ ״״״ ״״״ ״״״״״״,
 ״״״״״ ״״״ ״״״ ״״״״, ״״״״״ ״״ ״״״״״

 ״״״״ ״״״ ״״ ״״״״״״ ״״ ״״״״״״... ״״״״״״״
 ״״״״״״״". ״״ ״״״ ״״״״״ ״״״ ״״״״ ״״״״ ״״

 ״״ ״״״״״״. ״״״״ ״״״״״״״ ״״״״״״ ״״״״
 ״״״״״ ״״״״״״ ״״״״ ״״״״״ ״״״״״״״

 ״״ ״״״״״ ״״״ ״״ ״״״ ״״ ״״ ״״״״״ ״״״״״״״״,
״״״? ״״״״״״ ״״״ ״״״״״״״, ״״״״״ ״״

 ״״״ ״״״״״״ ״״״״״״ ״״״״״״ ״״״ ״״
 ״״״״״״ ״״״״״״״ ״״״״״״״ ״״״״״״״״ ״״״״

 ״״״״״״, ״״״״״״ ״״ ״״״״ ״״״ ״״״ ״״״״״״״,
 ״״״״״״״״״ ״״״״ ״״״״״״״. ״״״ ״״״ ״״

 ״״ ״״״״״״״ ״״״״״״״ ״״״״״" "״״״״ ״״״״״
 ״״״״״ ״״״״״״״ ״״״״״״ ״״ ״״״״״״ ״״״״״״״

 ״״״״״״ ״״״״״ ״״ ״״״״״״ ״״״״״״״. ״״״״״״
 ״״״״״ ״״״״״ ״״ ״״״״״״״. ״״״״״״ ״״ ״״״

 ״״״״״ ״״״״״״״, ״״״״״״ ״״״״״״ ״״״״ ״״ ״״
 ״״״״״״ ״״״״״״ ״״״ ״״״״״״ ״״ ״״״״״

 ״״ ״״״״״״ ״״״״ ״״״ ״״״״ ״״״״ ״״ ״״״״״״״
 ״״״״״״״, ״״״ ״״״ ״״״״״״. ״״״״״ ״״״״״״

״״״״״״. ״״״״״״ ״״״״״ 29 ״״״״

ןןןןןןןן ןןןן
 ״״ ״״״״״״״, ״״״״״״ ״״ ״״״״״״ ״״״

 ״״ ״״״״״ ״״״״ ״״״״״״״ ״״״״״ ״״״״״״״״
 ״״״״״ ״״״ ״״״״ ״״״״״״ ״״״״״״ ״״״ ״״״״״״״
 ״״״״״״ ״״ ״״״ ״״״״ ״״״״״ ״״״״ ״״״״״

 2003 ״״״״ ״״״״״. ״״״״״ ״״״״״ ״״ ״״״״״
 ״״״״״ ״״״ ״״״״ ״״״״״ ״״״״ ״״״״״ ״״״

 ״״״״״״ ״״״. 230 ״״ ״״״״ ״״״ ״״״״״ ״״״״״
 ״״״, ״״ ״״״״ ״״״״״״ ״״״״״״ ״״ ״״״״״״״,

 ״״״״״ ״״״״״ ״״״״״״ ״״״״״ ״״ ״״״״״״״ ״״״
 ״״ ״״״ ״״״״״״״ 2012 ״״״ ״״״״״״״ ״״״.

 ״״ ״״״״״״ ״״״״״ ״״״״ ״״״ ״״״״״ ״״״״״,
 ״״״״ ״״״״״״ ״״״״ ״״״״״ ״״", "״״״״״״״

 ״״״ 23 ״״ ״״״ ״״״״ ״״״״ ״״״״״ ״״״״
 ״״״״״ ״״״״ ״״״״״ ״״״״ ״״״״״״״״ ״״״,
״״״.

״״״״ 2005״״ ״״״״ ״״״״״ ״״״ ״״״״״ ״״״

 ״״״ ״״״״ ״״״״״, ״״״״ ״״ ״״״״ ״״״״״ ״״
 ״״״ ״״״ ״״״״״ ״״״״ ״״״״. ״״״ ״״״ 438

 ״״״״ ״״״״ ״״״״״ ״״״, 6,000 ״״״״ ״״״״
 ״״״״״ ״״״״ ״״״״ ״״״״״״. ״״״״ ״״״״ ״״

 ״״״״״״, ״״״״״ ״״ ״״״״״״ ״״״״ ״״״״״
 ״״״״ ״״״, ״״״ 275 ״״ ״״״ ״״״״ ״״״״״
 ״״״״״״ ״״״ 634 ״״ ״״״״ ״״ ״״״״״״ ״״״״
״״״״.

 ״״״. ״״״״ ״״״ ״״״״״״״ ״״״. ״״״ ״״״״
 ״״״, 15 ״״״״ ״״״״״״״ ״״״״״״ ״״״״

 ״״״״ ״״״״״״״ ״״״״״״״״ ״״״״״ ״״״״״״
 ״״״ 285 ״״ ״״״״״ ״״״״״״ ״״״״״ ״״״״ ״״״״

 ״״״״״ ״״ ״״״״״ ״״״״״ ״״ ״״״״. ״״״״״״
 ״״״״״ ״״״״״״ 2014 ״״״״״״״ ״״״״, ״״״״
 ״״״״״ ״״״״ ״״״״ ״״״, ״״ ״״״״״ ״״״״ ״״״״״

 ״״״״״״״ ״״״״ ״״״״״ ״״״ ״״״״״״ ״״״״״״

 ״״״״״״״ ״״״״ ״״״״״ ״״״״״״״ ״״״״ ״״.
 ״״״״״ ״״ ״״״״״, ״״ ״״ ״״״״״ ״״״ ״״״״

 ״״״״ ״״״״״ ״״״״״ ״״״״״״״ ״״״״״״״
 ״״״״״״ ״״״״״״״, ״״״״ ״״״״ ״״״״״. ״״״״

 ״״״״ ״״״ 2017 ״״״״״״ ״״״״. ״״ ״״״״״״ ״״

 ״״״ ״״״״״״ ״״״ ״״״״״״. ״״״ ״״״״״״״
 ״״״״״״ "״״״״ ״״״״״״: ״״״״״״ ״״״ ״״

 ״״ ״״״״״״ ״״״״ ״״״״״ ״״״״״, ״״״״״״״״
 ״״״״״ ״״״״״ ״״״ ״״ ״״״״״ ״״״״״". ״״״״

 ״״ ״״״, ״״״״ ״״״״״. ״״״״״״ ״״ ״״״״״
 ״״ ״״״״ ״״״, ״״״״״״״ ״״ ״״ ״״״ ״״״״״,

 ״״״״״ ״״״״״ ״״״״״ ״״ ״״״״״״״ ״״״״״״ ״״״
״״״״״״״״. ״״״״״ ״״״״״״ ״״״״״״

 ״״״״״ ״״ ״״״ ״״״״ ״״״״״״״ ״״״״.
 ״״״״״״״ ״״״״״״ ״״ ״״״״״״ ״״״ ״״״״
 ״״״״״ ״״״ 2014 ״״״״״״ ״״״״״. ״״״״
 ״״״״״״ ״״״״״ ״״״״ ״״״״ ״״ ״״״״״״ ״״״״

 ״״״״ ״״״, ״״״״״ ״״״״ ״״״״״ ״״״״״״
 ״״״״ ״״״״ ״״״״״ ״״״״״״ ״״״״״ ״״״״״״״

 ״״״״״״״״ ״״ ״״״״״״ ״״״ ״״״ 10,000
 ״״״״ ״״״״״״, ״״״״ ״״״״ ״״״״״״ ״״״״״״

 ״״״״״״״ ״״ ״״״ ״״״״. ״״״״״״ ״״״״״
 ״״״״ ״״״״״ ״״״״ ״״״״״. ״״״״ ״״״״״״״
 ״״״״״״ ״״״״״״ ״״״״ ״״״״״״ ״״״״, ״״״״״״
 ״״״״״ ״״״״״״, ״״״ ״״״״, ״״״״ ״״״״״״

 ״״״״ ״״ ״״״״״ ״״״ ״״״ 12 ״״ ״״״ ״״״״
 ״״״״ ״״״״ ״״״״ ״״״״״״ ״״״״״ ״״

 ״״ ״״״״״ ״״״״״ ״״ ״״״״״ ״״״״ ״״״״״״״
״״״. ״״״״״ ״״״״״ ״״״״״״

 ״״״״ 2011 ״״״״ ״״״״״״. ״״״״״״״ ״״״״״

 270 ״״ ״״״״ ״״״״ ״״״״ ״״״״״ ״״״ ״״״״
 "״״״״״ ״״״״״״. ״״״ ״״״״״, ״״״״ ״״״,
 ״״״״ ״״״ ״״״״ ״״״״״״״ ״״״״״״ ״״״״

 ״״״״ ״״״״״ ״״״״״״ ״״״״, ״״״ ״״״״״״
 ״״״״״ ״״״״ ״״״״״״״", ״״״״״״ ״״״״״״״

 ״״ ״״״״״״ ״״״״ ״״״״״״, ״״״״״״ ״״״״״
 ״״ ״״״״״ ״״״״ ״״״״״״״״ ״״״״״ ״״״״״״

״״״. 5,000 ״״״״״ ״״״״״ ״״״״ ״״״
״״ ״״״״״״ ״״״״״ ״״״, ״״״״״ ״״״״״ ״״״

עמוד 1

עמוד 2

Land Regulation in Jerusalem: 
Practical Unification of 
Israel's Eternal Capital

Large sections of East Jerusalem have not been brought 
under normal regulation procedures since the city was 
reunified in 1967. Consequently, there is no registration 
of property ownership in these areas, which has resulted 
in a virtual free-for-all, enabling and even encouraging 
illegal seizure of state-owned and privately-owned 
Arab and Jewish property, illegal construction, and 
unbearable complications for law enforcement. 
In lieu of organized land regulation and registration 
procedures, the State of Israel instituted "The Mukhtar 
Procedure," which gives local dignitaries in the Arab 
neighborhoods of East Jerusalem authority to determine land ownership in the area. 
This "procedure" has spawned wide-scale fraud and corruption, expropriation of 
staggering amounts of property, and massive illegal construction.
Regavim has been working for years, behind-the scenes and in cooperation with other 
organizations, to abolish the "Mukhtar Procedure" and to compel the State to complete 
the necessary survey and registration of properties in Jerusalem. 
This year, Minister of Justice Ayelet Shaked began the historic process of land 
registration in East Jerusalem, which is expected to take between 5 and 10 years to 
complete. Over the past several months, Regavim and other organizations have invested 
considerable time and effort, meeting with the Justice Minister, the outgoing Mayor of 
Jerusalem Nir Barkat, the Chairman of the Knesset Internal Affairs Committee MK Yoav 
Kisch, and key figures in the State's Attorney's Office and the Jerusalem Municipality, 
in a concerted effort to abolish the problematic "Mukhtar Procedure" which is due to 
remain in force until the registration process is completed.

The Coastal Plain: Saving the Bilu Pioneers' Land
Over the past number of years, in the Gezer Regional Council's jurisdiction (covering Gedera 
and Rehovot), we began to track large-scale takeovers of state- and privately-owned land, 
property of the descendants of the Bilu Pioneers who purchased it in the pre-State era. We 
discovered a pattern, which has been repeated over and over, with catastrophic results: 
A small portion of agricultural land is purchased, and the surrounding land is simply 
overtaken illegally, without the consent (and often without the knowledge) of the owners. 
Compounds are fenced off, and illegal structures spring up almost overnight.
This year, we concentrated our efforts on pressuring the local municipal authorities to 
take action against the encroachment and illegal construction, and demanded that the 
illegal businesses operating on these agricultural plots be shuttered.
Through legal correspondence, court petitions, and media exposure, we brought about a 
shift in policy, and enforcement is gradually reversing the results of years of complacency. 
Indictments have been handed down against squatters, a number of illegal structures 
have been demolished, and the first of these illegal compounds has been cleared.
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Field Division
Ongoing Enforcement 
Each year, we open hundreds of new case files against illegal construction, 
encroachment on state land and IDF training grounds, illegal roads, quarrying, and 
more. As a result of our inquiries, Israel's law enforcement bodies have carried out many 
dozens of enforcement and demolition operations. Sometimes, the threat of a lawsuit is 
as effective as an actual lawsuit. 

The National Infrastructure Corridor
The land adjacent to the Trans-Israel Highway (Route 6) serves as a narrow corridor for 
all existing and future national infrastructure projects, including railway lines, a natural 
gas pipeline, high voltage electrical lines, and more. On the land adjacent to Israeli Arab 
towns along this route, illegal construction is rampant. Without methodical, systematic 
law enforcement, this crucial corridor will be unusable, and the infrastructure projects 
so crucial to Israel's development will hit a brick wall – literally and figuratively. 
We are currently mapping the illegal construction that is threatening the national 
infrastructure corridor. At the same time, we have petitioned the authorities and the 
courts against particularly egregious cases, in an effort to maintain a clear path for 
Israel's development and growth.

Environmental Protection 
This year, we opened nearly 50 new files on environmental 
abuse cases: We petitioned against unlicensed, polluting garbage 
dumps and illegal quarries that are scarring the countryside, 
water pollution caused by dumping of raw sewage, destruction 
of the landscape, and more. In some cases, our activity had 
immediate results; in others, we battle on. 
Our research on the illegal automotive 
scrapyards that are blighting the north 
of Israel revealed that there is no official 
government authority responsible for 
enforcing the law in cases of environmental 
crime – and the crimes involved are many:  
Illegal scrapyards are polluting our soil and 
water, flooding the used-parts market with 
sub-standard, undocumented merchandise, 
and fostering a hotbed of organized crime. Our report on 
these scrapyards will serve as the basis for continued activism 
in the Knesset and the courts in 2019. 

157,639 km

Our Field Coordinators covered

381 case files - 196 ongoing 
cases, and 185 new cases

27 
They 
participated in

Managed

Promoting Implementation of "The Negev Challenge" 
Our Comprehensive Report on the Negev was published in 2017; since then, many of 
the report's recommendations for the reorganization and regulation of illegal Bedouin 
settlements have been implemented by the Bedouin Authority. In 2018, we focused 
on specific areas of the Negev in order to jumpstart the regulation progress with 
incremental successes in two crucial parameters: Evacuation and relocation to legal 
settlements, such as the cases of Hiran and Al Misk, and accelerating the regulation 
process as a whole through marketing of residential plots in settlements such as Umm 
Batin and Al Sayed. 

seminars, lectures, and panel 
discussion on topics related to 
land-use and policy   
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Judicial activity
High Court Petition: Abu Basma Municipal Taxes
This year saw a breakthrough in a case we opened back in 2014, aimed at compelling 
Bedouin municipalities to collect taxes. In a recent Supreme Court hearing, The Ministry 
of Interior admitted that Regavim's petition is justified: Bedouin municipalities have 
never collected residential or commercial taxes as required by law. As a result, the court 
set a timetable for tax assessment and collection in the Bedouin townships; Regavim 
will continue to monitor and fight for full compliance.

Index of Judicial Parity
This past summer, we published our "Measure for Measure 2018" report, an analysis 
of the Supreme Court's treatment of petitions submitted by organizations on 
different sides of Israel's political divide. Spanning eight years of legal activity and 
analyzing empirical indicators, the report examined over 100 petitions involving 
illegal construction filed by Regavim, on one hand, and by non-Zionist or anti-Zionist 
organizations on the other.  The report's findings offer empirical, irrefutable proof that 
Israel's High Court of Justice discriminates against right-
wing petitions.

הכל מדיד
 מדד האיזון של בג"ץ 

לשנת 2018

 ~ תמוז תשע"ח  יוני 2018 ~

Measure for Measure 2018
An Index of Judicial Parity 

 ~ June 2018 ~
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27new petitions 
and managed 17 ongoing petitions

364
pieces of legal correspondence 
to government, judiciary, and law 
enforcement agencies

Our legal team submitted

issued

Protecting IDF Training Grounds
The High Court of Justice issued a temporary injunction in a petition we filed 
as part of our battle against illegal construction on IDF Firing Ground 918 in the 
southern Hebron Hills. The injunction blocks further work on the smuggler's route 
between the southern Hebron area and the Arad Valley. On a parallel track, the 
High Court heard another Regavim petition against massive illegal construction 
projects on IDF Firing Ground 917.

Bir Hadaj
Bir Hadaj is an illegal encampment, home to hundreds of Bedouin families who have 
been squatting on land owned by the State and by private Jewish owners. Although 
the State of Israel built a new, legal town for the squatters of Bir Hadaj and offered 
them unprecedented incentives to relocate, they refuse to clear the area. In 2013, 
Regavim, together with some of the landowners, petitioned the Supreme Court to have 
the squatters removed - to no avail. This past year we submitted a follow-up petition 
reflecting changes that occurred since the court's earlier decision was handed down. 
At the same time, we focused on creating pinpointed pressure on relevant enforcement 
bodies: We conducted monthly surveys of illegal construction using aerial photography, 
filed a civil lawsuit against the local council, and raised the issue in a variety of media 
outlets.
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Policy and Legislation Division
Police Support for Enforcement Procedures 
One of the most persistent obstacles to law enforcement in the Arab sector is 
the issue of police support. Although a number of authorities are responsible for 
enforcing Israel's building laws, all enforcement activity must be accompanied by a 
Police Department escort, and the interface between the authorities and the Police 
Department is the weakest link in the enforcement chain: Each side points to the other, 
and blame for ineffective enforcement is shifted back and forth while the situation on 
the ground remains unchanged.
Regavim analyzed this problematic interface and formulated 
uniform, transparent, and streamlined procedures for 
organizing and synchronizing requests for police support 
submitted by the various enforcement bodies. This set of 
uniform procedures will also enable the Knesset and the 
government to effectively monitor the Police Department's 
role in enforcement of Israel's building code.
Over the course of 2018, Regavim collected and processed 
data from the relevant enforcement bodies. We then initiated 
a special hearing of the Knesset Interior Affairs Committee, 
where we exposed the lack of uniformity and transparency 
plaguing the process of obtaining police support, as well 
as the impossibility of evaluating the Police Department's 
effectiveness and efficiency. We proved that the specialized 
taskforce for enforcement support (M.A.T.P.A.) is regularly diverted to non-enforcement 
tasks, in violation of its mandate and the regulations regarding its assignments. To 
make matters worse, we pointed out that MATPA often cancels scheduled enforcement 
sweeps without proper authorization. In light of these findings, the Knesset Committee 
censured the Police Department, warning that if these irregularities are not corrected, 
monetary sanctions amounting to millions of shekels will be imposed.
. 

Grazing Areas: Protecting State Land
Cattle and sheep growers who lease grazing land from the State are an essential element 
in the preservation of Israel's open spaces for future generations. Regavim has taken an 
active role in promoting legislation that will enable these herders to reside temporarily 
in grazing areas. In addition, we are taking steps to arrange grazing stipends for Jewish 
farmers in Judea and Samaria, correcting the discrimination from which they presently 
suffer.
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On Wednesday, the Israel Police and General Security Service (Shabak) 
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Bedouin town Bir Hadaj in the Negev. All five suspects have been 
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An aerial view of Bir Hadaj, with the private, Jewish-owned land marked by blue lines. Credit: Regavim.
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Monitoring the Implementation
of Israel's Planning and Building Code
Last year, the Knesset completed the legislative process for the enforcement section 
of Israel's Building and Planning Law. Regavim played a central role in framing the 
issues and in the legislative process that addressed those issues. The new Building 
and Planning Law includes significant improvements in a number of areas: It limits 
the ability of offenders to manipulate the judicial process to their advantage; it 
gives inspectors more effective enforcement and deterrence tools, including the 
ability to impound equipment and to issue administrative orders and steeper fines; 
it subordinates local planning committees to the National Unit for Oversight of 
Construction, and more. However, our most recent research revealed that most 
municipalities fail to report illegal construction and enforcement activity, as the new 
law requires. In 2019, we will focus public attention on this systemic problem, and 
present our findings to the Knesset, the government, and the courts, in order to bolster 
implementation of the new legislation.

Camel Law is Ratified
In 2018, The Knesset ratified the 
Camel Law amendment we proposed in 
conjunction with MK Betzalel Smotrich. 

The new law is expected 
to restore the rule of law 
to the Negev and to put 
an end to the problem of 
wandering camels on the 
roads of the Negev that has 
caused countless fatalities 
and injuries.
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LATEST : December 18, 11:12 Israeli authorities demolish home in Jerusalem for lack of building permit 
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RELATED POST
54 Palestinian minors killed, more 
than another 900 detained since 2018

Tension in Palestinian female 
prisoners' section

563 Palestinian refugees killed under 
torture in Syrian regime prisons

Alray International Media Watch from 
Alray Palestinian Media Agency (Dec. 
18, 2018)
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verification letter

Organization of Regavim petitions Supreme Court 
to evacuate 3 Palestinian Communities

Hebron, ALRAY - Regavim, an Israeli non-governmental organization, petitioned the Israeli Supreme 
Court to evacuate three Palestinian Bedouin communities, south of Hebron in the occupied West Bank on 
claims that they are illegal and built without permits.

The lawsuit petition stipulates that Regavim has rejected to establish a Palestinian city at Mount Hebron 
for the fact that it poses a threat to the future of settlement in the area.

Regavim handed over Bedouin residents at a number of Palestinian Khirbets, east of Yatta city, south of 
Hebron a copy of the petition file submitted to the Supreme Court against Israeli ministers, IOF, and the 
EU on the grounds that the later allowed the establishment of a city for Palestinians in the southeastern 
foothills of the West Bank.

Ibrahim al-Hathalin, an activist in nonviolent resistance against Israeli Settlements and the Annexation 
Wall, stated that the files handed over to the Palestinians include 25 pages with 60 inciting articles against 
Palestinian residents in 3 Palestinian Khirbets: Umm al-Khair, Khashm al-Daraj and 'Arab al-Najdah.

The seventh article of the lawsuit petition stipulates that this area is labeled within the shooting zones of 
the Israeli army, and that Palestinian Bedouins established an illegal city of about 1600 structures on lands 
declared as state lands that are classified among Area C of the West Bank, where the Israeli occupation 
retains total civilian and security control.
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academia 
Adam v'Adamah Center
The Adam v'Adamah Center for Zionism, 
Jurisprudence, and Society, founded by Regavim, 
promotes the formulation and dissemination of pro-
settlement legal doctrine among jurists, academics, 
media and public figures, and the general public.

The Jurists Coalition
In 2018, the Adam v'Adamah Center created a pool of senior jurists and experts in 
the field of international law. This  coalition of experts has begun to publish opinion 
papers on current events and issues of international law pertaining to Judea and 
Samaria. Together, we have launched a new legal discourse that promotes fresh, viable 
Zionist solutions. Among the members of the coalition: Professor Avi Bell, Professor 
Haim Zandberg, Attorney Dr. Daniel Reiser, Professor Gabriel Halevy, Attorney Dr. Harel 
Arnon, and Dr. Hagai Vinitzky.

Academic Courses
The Adam v'Adamah Center has continued its successful academic 
partnerships in a variety of frameworks, including a course on 
legal issues pertaining to Judea and Samaria in Shaarei Mishpat 
Academic Center of Law and Science; a seminar, co-chaired with 
"Legal Grounds," for outstanding students pooled from several 
leading academic institutions, and a course at Bar Ilan University, 
"International Law in Judea and Samaria."

Academic Conferences
In the framework of the Annual Conference on Judea and Samaria Studies at Ariel 
University, Adam v'Adamah hosted a panel on commercial law in Judea and Samaria. 
The panel received extensive media coverage, and the issues it raised continue to 
receive serious consideration and widespread attention. The panel members are among 
the contributors to our forthcoming series of publications on legal aspects of Judea and 
Samaria, scheduled for publication in the coming months.

Research: Israeli Sovereignty in Judea and Samaria
The Adam v'Adamah Center's ongoing research project on the legal aspects of extending 
Israeli sovereignty to Judea and Samaria entered the final stages; our findings are scheduled 
for publication in 2019. The forthcoming volume will include articles by senior academics 
and jurists who survey the issues and analyze a wide range of aspects and outcomes of 
sovereignty, including military, economic, demographic and other considerations.

The international Division
Regavim's International Division translates and adapts our publications for readers 
abroad, and circulates relevant materials and information to the English-speaking 
public around the world. This material has become a valued resource for foreign-
language media outlets, academics, as well as Israeli MKs and ministers who rely 
on our materials when addressing foreign audiences and visiting dignitaries.
This past year, Regavim's international media presence expanded, with press 
coverage in major publications including Fox News, The New York Times, The 
Financial Times, Sky News, the Jewish News Syndicate, YNet News, The Jerusalem 
Post, The Times of Israel, Israel National News, World Israel News, ILTV, i24News, 
Kol Yisrael, The Jewish Press, Arutz 7, and other major English language print, 
online, television, radio, and internet news services. Interviews, op-ed pieces, 
news items, and analysis prepared by our International Division were widely 
disseminated, and our own media platforms were followed closely by journalists 
and opinion-makers worldwide. In-depth interviews, background opinion pieces, 
and news items on Regavim and our activities appeared in German, Dutch, 
Austrian, and other European media. 
The International Division conducted dozens of fact-finding tours for foreign 
journalists, researchers, study groups, political activists, as well as staff members 
of the US Embassy in Israel. These tours allowed us to present Regavim's research 
and recommendations first-hand, illuminating the challenges and the facts on the 
ground.

Mordechai Sones, 5/21/2018 ,ח"עשת ןויסב 'ז

Regavim

The Regavim movement for protecting Israel's resources welcomed approval of regulations 
in the Interior Committee tonight allowing for administrative fines for illegal construction and 
breaching demolition orders.

"After years of stalemate, the moment of truth has now arrived where we'll see whether the 
State will act against this national plague," Regavim said.

The Administrative Offenses Regulations approved today by the Interior and Environmental 
Protection Committee state that for the first time administrative fines will be imposed for 
building violations and deviations. Fines range from NIS 8,000 to NIS 300,000 and will be 
imposed according to different variables: the size of the building, the location of the 
building, construction offenses and usage offenses, private or corporate construction, and 
more.

Regavim, which operates in the field of enforcement and legislation against illegal 
construction throughout the country, calls this "an important first stage".

"In the State of Israel there are hundreds of thousands of 'hardcore' illegal structures, and 
this does not take into account structures with building irregularities," explains Regavim's 
Policy and Legislation Director Meir Deutsch.
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UN accused of illegal building at agency HQ in Jerusalem
By Ben Evansky, , 

Published February 09, 2018 

Fox News

An aerial view of the U.N. compound as it looks today. The green line is the current compound, the red line marks the original 
dimensions allotted by the Israeli government for use by the U.N. It has constructed additional buildings, a gas station, storage 
facilities, and more: all without building permits or oversight of any kind. (Regavim) 

A United Nations agency has been accused of breaking Israeli law by improperly expanding its Jerusalem headquarters.

According to Regavim, an Israeli non-governmental organization (NGO), the accusations include illegal encroachment and seizure 
of public property.

The agency being blamed is the United Nations Truce Supervision Organization. Incidentally, UNTSO is based in the same south 
Jerusalem neighborhood where the new U.S. Embassy will soon relocate, following President Donald Trump’s decision to move it 
from Tel Aviv last year.

Regavim says it first discovered the U.N. agency's building activity in March of last year, and petitioned Israel’s Supreme Court to 
get the government to enforce the law.

The NGO describes itself as a “research-based think tank and lobbying group dedicated to the preservation of Israel’s resources 
and protection of Israeli sovereignty through unbiased application and enforcement of the law.”

Regavim’s spokesperson, Naomi Kahn, showed Fox News aerial pictures that she said reveals the illegal building. She explained 
that the unlawful work include demolition of historic buildings, construction of an illegal storage facility and a gas station, which she 
said has caused environmental damage to the surrounding area. Kahn said, “To make matters worse, the compound has grown 
through illegal encroachment and seizure of public property from 11 acres to just over 19.”

Eugene Kontorovich, a professor of international and constitutional law at Northwestern University, told Fox News that Regavim’s 
lawsuit is aimed against the Israeli government to compel them to enforce the law, but the U.N. is shielded by its longstanding 
immunity. “Immunity means they cannot be sued in court — even if the court agrees their action is unlawful.”

He said, “The U.N. is behaving absolutely lawlessly in Jerusalem. Even if it considers Israel an occupying power, it is bound to heed 
the municipal and safety regulations of such a power, which are entirely lawful. The U.N. does not own the building and does not 
pay rent.”

Last summer an understanding was reportedly reached between U.N. Secretary-General António Guterres and Israeli Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu during Guterres’ visit to Israel. It’s unclear what was exactly agreed upon since neither side 
responded to Fox News with a clear answer.

When asked by Fox News for an update, Stéphane Dujarric, the spokesman for the U.N. Secretary General Antonio Guterres, said 
he had nothing new: “No, no change that I’m able to report to you.”

UN accused of illegal building at agency HQ in Jerusalem Page 1 of 2
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Social, electronic, 
and Print media
In today's fast-paced marketplace of ideas, "publish or perish" goes far beyond 
academia. Although much of our activity takes place behind the scenes, and in may 
cases publicity would torpedo any chance for success, we work very hard to publicize 
certain aspects of our work as widely as possible – to raise public awareness, create 
pressure for change, carve out our niche of activism, and gain support.  We rely on 
a range of outlets, including general print and electronic media, sectoral and local 
publications, and our own social network platforms. 

This past year, we generated over 1000 content and news items, in addition to the many 
hundreds of citations of Regavim and its work in the Israeli and foreign news media. 

Due to changes instituted by Facebook this past year, "organic" (unpaid) exposure for 
organizations was slashed drastically. Nonetheless, Regavim's Facebook pages expanded 
by more than 10% over the course of 2018, with more than 37,000 active followers who 
respond, react, and share our posts. 

Our real-time updates from the field, from the courthouse, and from the Knesset 
are seen by millions of viewers world-wide, bringing them into the conversation and 
encouraging them to take an active role by communicating on-line with legislators and 
members of the law enforcement and public service communities. Our Facebook page 
also enables our followers to report illegal construction, environmental abuse, or other 
illegal activity in their area.

In 2018, we posted over 100 video clips and mini-documentary posts on our core issues, 
which were viewed almost 1 million times on our Facebook pages alone, with hundreds 
of thousands of additional views on other media platforms.

Our Twitter presence is growing rapidly, and has become an important channel for 
updates and online discussion with politicians, media personalities, and the general 
public. This fast-paced, dynamic, and less-formal platform allows us the flexibility to 
react to events and opinions quickly - and straight from the hip. 

one million times
and our videos were viewed over

6 million
distinct viewers

Regavim's Facebook posts 
were viewed by over

citations and 
mentions

Regavim's 
media profile 
grew, with

1295 views on Twitter and 
thousand of new followers

1.5 million
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High Court Rejects Leftwing NGO 
Appeal Against Amona Refugees’ 

Relocation
By David Israel  - 28 Tevet 5778 – January 15, 2018

The extreme left wing NGO Yesh Din withdrew its petition against the 
allocation of state land to the establishment of the Amichai settlement in 
Samaria, which had been designated for the evacuees of the now demolished 
Amona, Regavim reported Sunday.

Six months ago, with the start of construction work for Amichai, Yesh Din 
and the head of the village council of Jalud petitioned the High Court of 
Justice against the allocation of state lands to the new settlement, claiming 
that the residents of Jalud had not been given the opportunity to oppose the 
move and declare their rights to the land in question.

Supreme Court Justice Noam Sohlberg 

Photo Credit: Miriam Alster/Flash 90
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Al-Aqsa symbols on homes show Islamization in
Bedouin sector

israelhayom.com/2018/01/15/al-aqsa-symbols-on-homes-show-islamization-among-bedouin

Israeli Bedouin are showing increasing
radicalization since U.S. President Donald Trump's
Dec. 6 recognition of Jerusalem as capital of Israel •
Former Shin Bet official points to marriages
between Bedouin, Palestinians as a contributing
factor.

Nikki Guttman

Photo: Dudu Grunshpan

Islamization has been growing in the Bedouin sector in Israel, as can bee seen in the

increasing number of  Al-Aqsa mosque symbols on the walls of Bedouin homes in recent

months.

Most of the homes bearing the symbol are new constructions in Bedouin towns and

villages. Bedouin are also building more mosques in their communities.

As well as increasingly embracing Islam, the Bedouin are increasingly adopting a

Palestinian identity.

Faiz Abu Sahiban, former mayor of the Bedouin town Rahat and a member of the Southern

Branch of the Islamic Movement, told Israel Hayom that religion is becoming a stronger

presence in the sector.

1/3

Arutz Sheva Staff, 3/14/2018 ,ח"עשת רדאב ז"כ

Regavim

watch

Anyone traveling on Route 465 - the Trans-Binyamin Highway - near the newly built 
planned city of Rawabi and the Jewish community of Ateret - cannot ignore the smell of the 
sewage that permeates the highway.

For a long and uninterrupted period, a stream of raw PA sewage has flowed just a few 
yards from the road,and directly into the nearby village of Wadi Hamam.

The source of the sewage is one or more of the Arab villages adjacent to the road: the 
villages of Yabrud and Jifna or the town of Bir Zeit, which also has a large university with 
15,000 students. 

The sewage flows along a path several miles long, creating, in addition to the foul odors, 
additional hazards of mosquitoes, severe environmental pollution and various related health 
problems.
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Israel: Teen Dies in Car Crash With 
Camel

A 13-year-old teenager was killed and four other people were badly injured 
on Tuesday evening after a two-car motor vehicle accident involving a 
wandering camel took place on Route 40 in the Negev. The accident 
occurred near the Nafha Prison on the Highway the bisects the Negev from 
north to south. Some of the injured passengers were trapped inside their 
vehicle for an elongated period of time before firefighters could extract 
them.

Magen David Adom and United Hatzalah EMS responders treated a 13-year-
old boy at the scene of the collision. The boy’s condition was initially 
declared as being critical, however, paramedics at the scene were forced to 
declare his death.

In addition to the teenage boy, two other people in were in critical condition 
while another two were moderately injured. In order to evacuate the injured, 
two helicopters were flown in. Police are investigating the incident.

January 17, 2018 9:30 pm
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Knesset Advances New Regulations That 

Would Impose Fines on Illegal Construction

Illegal construction, taken in the Misgav region of the Galilee. Photo: Regavim

JNS.org – The Knesset’s Internal Affairs and Environment Committee approved new 
regulations that will impose administrative fines on illegal construction and viola-
tions of demolition orders.

Regulations approved on Monday by the Knesset’s Internal Affairs Committee man-
date administrative fines ranging from NIS 8,000 to NIS 300,000 to be levied as a 
first line of defense against illegal construction, according to specific criteria, includ-
ing: size of the structure, location, specific building or utilization infractions, private 
versus corporate construction and more.

“After years of inaction, the ‘money time’ is finally here. The state of Israel must 
prove that it is serious about putting an end to what has been called ‘a national 
scourge,’” Regavim, an NGO at the forefront of the legal and legislative battle against 
illegal construction throughout Israel, said in a statement. Regavim welcomed the 
Knesset committee’s approval of the new regulations.

“In the state of Israel there are hundreds of thousands of ‘hardcore’ illegal structures, 
aside from structures that deviate from building code regulations,” explains Meir 
Deutsch, Director of Policy and Parliamentary Affairs at Regavim. “The situation is 

Knesset Advances New Regulations That Would Impose Fines on Illegal Constructio… Page 1 of 2

https://www.algemeiner.com/2018/05/22/knesset-advances-new-regulations-that-woul… 20-Dec-18

ع

LATEST : December 18, 11:12 Israeli authorities demolish home in Jerusalem for lack of building permit 

Latest News 0 comments 11:03 19 March 2018

RELATED POST
54 Palestinian minors killed, more 
than another 900 detained since 2018

Tension in Palestinian female 
prisoners' section

563 Palestinian refugees killed under 
torture in Syrian regime prisons

Alray International Media Watch from 
Alray Palestinian Media Agency (Dec. 
18, 2018)

3Share

verification letter

Organization of Regavim petitions Supreme Court 
to evacuate 3 Palestinian Communities

Hebron, ALRAY - Regavim, an Israeli non-governmental organization, petitioned the Israeli Supreme 
Court to evacuate three Palestinian Bedouin communities, south of Hebron in the occupied West Bank on 
claims that they are illegal and built without permits.

The lawsuit petition stipulates that Regavim has rejected to establish a Palestinian city at Mount Hebron 
for the fact that it poses a threat to the future of settlement in the area.

Regavim handed over Bedouin residents at a number of Palestinian Khirbets, east of Yatta city, south of 
Hebron a copy of the petition file submitted to the Supreme Court against Israeli ministers, IOF, and the 
EU on the grounds that the later allowed the establishment of a city for Palestinians in the southeastern 
foothills of the West Bank.

Ibrahim al-Hathalin, an activist in nonviolent resistance against Israeli Settlements and the Annexation 
Wall, stated that the files handed over to the Palestinians include 25 pages with 60 inciting articles against 
Palestinian residents in 3 Palestinian Khirbets: Umm al-Khair, Khashm al-Daraj and 'Arab al-Najdah.

The seventh article of the lawsuit petition stipulates that this area is labeled within the shooting zones of 
the Israeli army, and that Palestinian Bedouins established an illegal city of about 1600 structures on lands 
declared as state lands that are classified among Area C of the West Bank, where the Israeli occupation 
retains total civilian and security control.
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Arutz Sheva Staff, 1/18/2018 ,ח"עשת טבשב 'ב

Regavim

The office of MK Yousef Jabareen (Joint List) in the city of Umm al-Fahm was closed 
following reports by the Regavim movement that the was operating in an illegal building.

According to the Knesset regulations, MKs are entitled to the Knesset funding for them to 
have an office that will serve them during the working days outside the Knesset for the sake 
of contact with voters.

This funding, which totals tens of thousands of shekels a year, was used by 30 MKs from 
across the political spectrum in 2016. Regulations stipulate that MKs who receive the 
funding must provide proof that they possess a permit to have their office in its current 
location.

However, the Regavim movement discovered that MK Jabareen's office was located in a 
building declared illegal by the Supreme Court in 2012.

Over the last year, Regavim has petitioned the Knesset Speaker and the Knesset legal 
adviser to cease all funding for the office in the illegal building and to ensure that MK 
Jabareen's office would be operated out of a legal location.

Eliran Baruch, 3/29/2018 ,ח"עשת ןסינב ג"י

Eliran Baruch

watch

Arutz Sheva spoke with Legal Grounds (Basis Huki) Co-Chair Jeff Daube about the 
organization's new program offering free legal courses to young lawyers.

Legal Grounds is an organization dedicated to countering the propaganda claiming that 
Israel has no legal right to Judea and Samaria, as well as the fact that most lawyers are not 
well-versed enough in international law to know the truth.

"International law is really on our side. And by our side, I mean on our Zionist side," Daube 
said. "Because if you take a look at it from our perspective, our interpretation of 
international law is that we have a right, Israel has a right, to live and to build in Judea and 
Samaria. Plain and simple. Full stop."

To solve the issue of left-leaning legal bias, Legal Grounds offers an innovative solution: 
Free courses for lawyers and students of international affairs, covering the legal basis for 
Israel's claim to Judea and Samaria.
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Mordechai Sones, 1/10/2018 ,ח"עשת תבטב ג"כ

Regavim

The State of Israel has invested many millions in “West Jahalin,” a modern neighborhood 
complete with infrastructure and generous residential plots located near Abu Dis, with the 
intention of relocating – free of charge – some 70 Bedouin families squatting in dozens of 
illegal structures within the municipal boundaries of Maaleh Adumim. Maaleh Adumim is a 
city located 4.3 miles southeast of Jerusalem in the Judean Desert..

In response to a petition submitted by the Regavim Movement for protecting Israel 
sovereignty to the Supreme Court in 2009, the State was ordered to evacuate the Jahalin 
clan and demolish the illegal structures in which they are living, but not before providing 
alternative housing. The State then spent years and millions of shekels, and announced 
that discussions between the Civil Administration and representatives of the Bedouin had 
resulted in agreement: The Jahalin clan would relocate voluntarily and build permanent 
homes on the parcels of land granted to each family, free of charge, in the new 
neighborhood built for them on State land near Abu Dis.

When Regavim returned to the Court two years later to request that the relocation and 
demolition orders be carried out, the Jahalin clan was "represented" by the Palestinian 
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Could Trees be the Greatest Threat to Israel?
By Eliana Rudee April 11, 2018 , 2:00 pm

“When in your war against a city you have to besiege it a long time in or-
der to capture it, you must not destroy its trees, wielding the ax against 
them. You may eat of them, but you must not cut them down. Are trees of 
the field human to withdraw before you into the besieged city?” Deuteron-
omy 20:19 (The Israel Bible™)

A Palestinian woman plants olive trees near the Israeli community of Tapuah in Sa-
maria. March 22, 2017. (Photo by Nasser Ishtayeh/Flash90)

While knives, car rammings, and bullets are often seen as the modern weapons of choice 

in Palestinian terrorism against Israel, according to agriculturalists and Israeli NGOs, 

trees could be the greatest threat to ensuring the future of Israel.

Yes, trees.

According to Regavim International Division Director Naomi Kahn, Israel is being blocked 

out of its own land in a “silent conquest.” The Palestinian Authority has been illegally 

planting trees in Area C, land under full Israeli control, with millions of euros financial 

backing from the European Union (EU) and a Norwegian NGO, which has affiliations with 
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ISRAEL

After Nine Years, Court Orders Demolition of Illegal Bedouin 
Village
By Dov Benovadia Friday, May 25, 2018 at 4:33 am | ח"עשת ןויס א"י

Bedouins and Jewish residents gather to rally in demand that the government find a solution and hold fair negotiations with the Jahalin 
Tribe bedouins, instead of evacuating them, at the Khan al-Ahmar, near the Jerusalem-Dead Sea highway, in April. (Yaniv 
Nadav/Flash90)

The High Court has ordered the evacuation and demolition of a bedouin Arab village that was 
illegally built on state land. Concluding a case that has been before the court for nine years, the court ordered that the 200 
residents of the village be moved to an area of the Yerushalayim suburb of Abu Dis, which is also located on state land. 
The village, Khan al-Ahmar, is located right off Road 1, between Kfar Adumim and the Mishor Adumim industrial zone.

The decision came in response to a petition by local community groups and the Regavim organization, which acts as a 
watchdog on illegal Arab building. The residents of the village were traditional bedouin wanderers who settled in the area 
after the Six Day War. They had originally been seasonal residents of various areas of southern Israel, moving to different 
locations along with the seasons, and in the 1950s were moved further north by the IDF.

Many bedouin now prefer permanent housing, and the state has developed a plan that would provide legal housing for 
the village’s residents, members of the Jahalin tribe, which they have turned down. However, the court said that the 
solution proposed by the state was “not so radical as to be called unreasonable,” although it does agree with the 
defendants that the plan “is not perfect.” Nevertheless, the solution is sufficient to justify enforcing the state’s rights to 
use the land for public purposes.

According to Haaretz, the state sees this case as a test for the principle of ensuring that bedouin communities are not 
permitted to remain illegally on state land, even if they have been living on the site for almost a decade, as the residents of 
Khan al-Ahmar have.

The report said that there are dozens of similar villages between Yerushalayim and Yericho, as well as in the Negev. The 
case had become a cause celebré among international groups, with numerous organizations, as well as the European 
Union, taking an interest in the case and filing motions urging the court to allow the residents to stay.
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New Law Would Rein In ‘Free Range’ Camels
By Dror Halavy Tuesday, February 6, 2018 at 7:43 am | ח"עשת טבש א"כ

Camels. (Yaniv Nadav/Flash90)

Two weeks after an Israeli driver was killed when his vehicle hit a camel crossing a highway near 
Mitzpe Ramon in southern Israel, the Knesset Economics Committee on Tuesday was discussing a long-dormant bill that 
would require camels to carry location devices and remain in specific areas. The law, proposed by MK Betzalel Smotrich 
(Jewish Home), was authored by him and the Regavim organization, a watchdog group that reports on illegal Arab 
building and activities throughout Israel.

The bill was approved on its first reading two years ago, but has remained on the shelf since then. Two weeks ago, 13-
year-old Liel Almakayis was killed when the vehicle driven by his mother crashed into a camel that darted across the 
highway near their home in Mitzpe Ramon. His mother was badly hurt in the crash, and other family members, including 
his father and two siblings, ages 16 and 19, suffered varying degrees of injury. The vehicle the family was riding in flipped 
over when it hit the camel. A second vehicle, with four soldiers inside, also hit the camel and flipped over. The soldiers 
were lightly injured.

According to the Or Yarok road safety group, 15 people have been killed in the past decade in collisions with animals, 
almost all of them camels. Three hundred fifty people have been injured, more than 50 of them severely. According to 
Regavim, police between 2008 and 2015 received over 7,000 complaints and calls from drivers regarding camels on the 
road.

Commenting on the law, Smotrich said that besides requiring the use of technology to locate camels and to promote 
responsibility for the animals by their owners, the law will also impose criminal penalties for owners who allow their 
animals to roam in areas they are not supposed to go. “After a few camel owners are fined or sent to jail, camel owners 
will certainly be much more careful in handling their animals and preventing them from roaming the highways. I will be 
watching this issue closely to ensure that this law is enforced, after it is passed by the Knesset,” Smotrich added.
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Camels roam in an unrecognized Beduin village, as the 
southern Israeli city of Beersheba is seen in the 
background December 17, 2015..(Photo by: AMIR 
COHEN/REUTERS)

Calls mount for reining in Beduin camel owners after 
boy's death in crash 
By BEN LYNFIELD
01/18/2018 

Camel accidents have taken the lives of fifteen people since 2008 and injured 350 others.
A thirteen-year-old boy, Lior Elmakiass, was killed Tuesday night near Mitzpe Ramon after the 
car his father was driving crashed into a camel that had wandered onto road 40. The news of the 
horrific accident was jarring for many.

For Shoshi Bazuglo, a medic from Netivot who lost her brother Kobi under similar circumstances 
three years ago, it was doubly traumatic. "It takes me back to our tragedy. This death was 
unnecessary and it outrages me that our country works this way."

Bazuglo, and many others, believe that camel accidents can be prevented if the Knesset passes 
a law proposed by MK Bezalel Smotrich (Jewish Home) that enables the identification of owners 
of camels through an electronic chip inserted under the animal's skin. Currently there is no legal 
requirement to identify owners, according to agriculture ministry spokeswoman Dafna Yurista. 
When identification is made, it is through a tag to the camel's ear, which can be removed by the 
owner after the accident.

Bazuglo says she was deprived of justice after the owner of the camel that caused her brother's 
death denied it belonged to him. "They should have tried him but they closed the case, saying the 
public did not have an interest in it. I warned back then that the next tragedy is on the way."

The right wing NGO Regavim, which helped Smotrich draft the bill, says the chip offers an 
accountability that can bring a halt to camel accidents, which have taken the lives of fifteen 
people since 2008 and injured 350 others, according to Or Yarok, a road safety group. But 
Beduin rights activists say the bill—which delineates where and under what circumstances 
camels and other animals can be herded, is actually aimed at harming the Beduin by minimizing 
their ability to grow camels. Whoever is right, the problem of roaming animals is very real.The 
explanatory notes to the bill cite the police as saying there are about a thousand complaints a 
year of animals roaming onto roads.

In Tuesday night's accident, the boy's mother suffered severe head injuries and the father 
moderate injuries. His brothers, 9 and 14, were also moderately injured. An army vehicle was 
also involved in the accident. According to police spokesman Micky Rosenfeld, that vehicle also 
struck the camel and flipped over, lightly wounding four passengers.
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Vehicles drive on Highway 443 past the West Bank 
Jewish settlement of Beit Horon.(Photo by: AMMAR 
AWAD / REUTERS)

Government okays bill that advances West Bank 
annexation 
By TOVAH 
LAZAROFF
02/26/2018 

The goal of court reform is elimination of the Green Line, Justice Minister Ayelet Shaked said.
In the newest push toward de facto annexation of the West Bank, the Ministerial Committee for 
Legislation approved a bill on Sunday that would expand the jurisdiction of Israeli courts over 
Area C of that region.

If passed, the bill would minimize the role of the High Court of Justice with regard to cases 
involving property rights, building and construction, freedom of information and restraining orders.

Lawsuits against actions taken by Israeli authorities in Area C on these topics would be handled 
in the same way as cases within sovereign Israel.

The authorities subject to most of the lawsuits in the area are the Civil Administration and the 
IDF.

Instead of automatic petitions to the High Court, such issues would be adjudicated by the district 
courts. While the option could still exist to appeal cases to the High Court of Justice or to the 
Supreme Court, doing so would be limited and much more expensive.

The legislation put forward by Justice Minister Ayelet Shaked (Bayit Yehudi) is designed to 
reduce the High Court’s caseload and to normalize life for Israeli citizens living in Judea and 
Samaria, ensuring that there should be no legal difference between them and those living within 
the Green Line, according to a statement put out by her office.

The statement explained that one of the primary goals here “is the de facto elimination of the 
Green Line in all matters relating to legal issues.”

“The burden on the Supreme Court is not comparable to anywhere else in the world,” Shaked 
said.

“The High Court of Justice handles about 2,000 petitions annually and, as a result, has to dismiss 
many petitions out of hand,” she said.

She explained that she was redistributing the burden to the lower courts. “Equally important,” 
Shaked said, “is ending the discrimination against the residents of Judea and Samaria, who must 
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Sussiya.(Photo by: TOVAH LAZAROFF)

Demolition of three to seven Sussiya homes still pending 
By TOVAH 
LAZAROFF
02/08/2018 

The High Court has adjudicated land cases involving Sussiya for at least 16 years.
Residents of the illegal Palestinian herding village of Sussiya in the South Hebron Hills have 
been braced for almost a week for the IDF to demolish some three to seven modular structures.

“The residents of the village live under threat of ‘demolition terrorism’ on a daily and immediate 
basis,” the village’s attorney, Quamar Mishirqi-Assad, told The Jerusalem Post on Wednesday.

The High Court of Justice last Thursday lifted an injunction protecting a small number of 
structures in the village, a move that allows the Civil Administration of Judea and Samaria to take 
them down without any further notice to the residents.

Right-wing NGO Regavim, which is part of the High Court of Justice case, said, “We fully expect 
the Civil Administration to do its job.”

The court’s decision has caused a small outcry on Twitter, including from US college campus 
branches of the leftwing J Street NGO, which on Tuesday tweeted messages of support for 
Sussiya.

After the High Court ruling, US Sen. Dianne Feinstein (D-California) tweeted, “It’s heartbreaking 
to hear that the Supreme Court of Israel approved the demolition of seven buildings in the 
Palestinian village of Sussiya, destroying the homes of 42 people, half of whom are children or 
ill.”

The ruling marks a turnaround on the issue of Sussiya, because the question of the overall 
demolition of the village of some 100 structures that are home to 350 people, has been on hold 
since November.

The question before the High Court at the moment continues to be the fate of some 15 to 36 
structures, including the ones under imminent threat of demolition, which are believed to have 
been built from 2012 to 2014 in defiance of a court order.

But the fate of Sussiya as a whole has been held up by a Defense Ministry and Civil 
Administration debate over whether a community in the West Bank must be composed of 
continuous property or can it be noncontiguous.
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Heavy machinery work on a field as they begin 
construction work of Amichai, a new settlement which 
will house some 300 Jewish settlers evicted in February 
from the illegal West Bank settlement of Amona, in the 
West Bank June 20, 2017..(Photo by: REUTERS/Ronen 
Zvulun)

Petition against Amihai settlement retracted 
By JEREMY 
SHARON
01/15/2018 

Human rights organization Yesh Din filed a petition for any court proceedings surrounding the settlement 
to be made public.
Yesh Din has retracted a petition it filed with the High Court against the boundaries of the 
proposed Amihai settlement in the West Bank, which is supposed to become the new home for 
the former residents of the destroyed Amona outpost.

The non-governmental organization filed a petition asking the court to order that proceedings for 
the demarcation of settlement jurisdictions be made public and transparent. The group included 
claims about the boundaries of Amihai in its petition.

Although the attorney general agreed to “refresh” administrative procedures on defining the 
municipal boundaries of settlements, the court did not view Yesh Din’s claims about Amihai 
favorably and the organization has now withdrawn its petition.

According to the Regavim pro-settlements organization, the court accepted that most of the land 
on which Amihai will be situated was declared to be state land in 1981. The land was allocated to 
the Benjamin Regional Council and most of it was appended to the municipal jurisdiction of the 
Shiloh settlement.

The State Attorney’s Office rejected Yesh Din’s claims that Amihai includes private Palestinian 
land, although it acknowledged that the new settlement’s municipal boundaries block access to 
some parcels of private Palestinian land.

The office said, however, that the Palestinian landowners will still be able to use those lands by 
coordinating in advance with the relevant authorities and in accordance with the prevailing 
security situation.

“Yesh Din knew well that this land has been state land for 40 years and therefore, at the end of 
the day, it became clear that this was a frivolous petition whose only purpose was to jam a stick 
in the wheels of the bulldozers,” said Regavim attorney Boaz Arzi.

Two petitions from separate organizations, however, are still pending against the establishment 
of Amihai.
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High Court Greenlights Demolition of 3 
Illegal Structures in Arab Landgrabbed 

Susya
By David Israel  - 17 Shevat 5778 – February 1, 2018

The High Court of Justice on Thursday issued a green light for the immediate demolition of three structures at the 
outpost of Nawaj’a, based on evidence that said three structures had been erected after an interim injunction prohibiting 
continued construction there had been issued, the Regavim movement reported.

The legal process regarding the illegal outpost has been underway since 2011, when Regavim first petitioned for its 
demolition, located between the Israeli settlement of Susya and the National Park of Ancient Susya.

Susya is an archaeological site in the southern Judaean Mountains that bears the archaeological remains of a 5th–8th 
century CE synagogue and the mosque that replaced it.

The Arabs who had moved to the location in the Israeli-controlled Area C in 2011, filed a counter-petition in 2014, 
continued to build illegally while exploiting the legal process, and even demanded that they be allocated 370 acres, 
regulate the outpost permanently in its present location and recognize it as a neighborhood of the town of Yatta, an Arab 
town some five miles south of Hebron.

The Supreme Planning Council of the Civil Administration rejected the Arab plan, since the town of Yatta is located 
several miles from the illegal outpost. The state meanwhile proposed moving the outpost to state land that actually is 
next door to Yatta.

The illegal outpost of Nawaj'a near Susya in Judea

Photo Credit: Courtesy Regavim
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Report: European Union-Funded Arab 
School Built in Heart of Hebron Hills 

Archaeological Site
By Hana Levi Julian  - 4 Nisan 5778 – March 19, 2018

The Regavim NGO watchdog organization says it plans to petition the High 
Court of Justice for a second time, regarding a school that was built by the 
European Union in the heart of an archaeological site in the Southern Hebron 
Hills region – in defiance of an earlier decision by Israel’s High Court of 
Justice.

Over the past few weeks, Arabs living in the “Hirbet Z’nutah” outpost 
situated in the center of an archaeological site adjacent to the local 

Illegal Arab school built with European Union funding at archaeological site in southern Hebron Hills, March 19 
2018

Photo Credit: Har Hebron Spokesperson's Office
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Jerusalem Court Orders Dissolution of 
‘Palestinian JNF’

ISRAEL NEWS

Published 11 months ago on 01/31/2018

The Jerusalem District Court ordered the dissolution of the Israeli non-profit organization 
La’jnat al Amal (‘The Workers’ League’), accepting claims submitted by the Regavim National 
Land Protection Trust and the International Legal Forum that the group was a front for the 
Union of Agricultural Work Committees, a Palestinian NGO that observers say is itself a front 
for the Popular Front for the Liberation of Palestine.

The PFLP is the second largest group behind Fatah in the Palestinian Liberation Organization. 
It is considered a terrorist group by Israel, the United States, Canada, Australia, and the 
European Union.

Yiffa Segal, Director of the International Legal Forum, praised the court for and called for 
criminal charges to be filed against perpetrators of what she called “a 20-year-old fraud.”

“(La’jnat al Amal) made use of the UAWC’s certificate from Israel’s NGO registry and used it to 
deceive donors that they were a legitimate Israeli organization, that the Israeli government was 
okay with it, was okay with them fundraising for Gaza,” Segal said.

Spokespeople for Regavim, a research institute a policy planning think tank that describes 
itself as dedicated to ensuring “responsible, legal and accountable use of Israel’s national 
lands and the return of the rule of law to all areas and aspects of the land and its preservation,” 
added a call to disband the UAWC and said the ruling was a “welcome first step” towards 
effectively addressing the issue of funding for terror organizations.

“The court’s decision is a welcome first step towards halting the flow of funding for terrorism 
that is channeled through Israel non-profit organizations, but we must dry up this festering 
swamp completely,” said Meir Deutsch, Director of Policy and Parliamentary Affairs at 
Regavim.

“It is now clear, beyond a shadow of doubt, that the ‘Palestinian JNF’ [the UAWC] is a terror 
organization. We call upon Minister of Defense Avigdor Lieberman to classify the Union of 
Agricultural Works Committees as a terror organization, and to take whatever steps are 
necessary to halt its dangerous activities,” the statement said.

NGO Monitor, a Jerusalem-based watchdog that examines funding sources for not-for-profit 
groups, said the current case was a “perfect example of how NGO funding makes its way to 
the wrong hands.

“UAWC is one of a number of NGOs linked to the PFLP terror group. Like the other groups, 
UAWC enjoys significant funding from European donor-states, including multi-year grants of $7 
million from Norway, and $11 million from the Netherlands. We hope that those donors take 
note of the court’s findings in considering current and future funding to such terror-linked 
groups,” the group said in a statement to TPS.

By: Andrew Friedman
(TPS)
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iStock Women-cameleers from Bedouin village

The Regavim movement for protecting Israel's 
resources responded to the Justice Ministry's 
Inter-Ministerial Committee Report on 
Polygamy, released yesterday: "It is clear that 
the report publicized by the Ministry of Justice is 
the culmination of months of serious and 
intensive effort. The fact that this important issue 
has been brought to the fore and placed 
squarely on the public agenda is an important 
step in the right direction, and we commend the 
team that conducted the study and the 
chairperson of the committee.

"Regavim has been studying and monitoring the 
problem of polygamy for many years, and, as the introduction to the new report mentions, we 
met with the Director General of the Ministry of Justice, Attorney Emi Palmor, who headed the 
Inter-Ministerial Committee on Polygamy, for in-depth discussions and consultations.

"The report devotes several comprehensive and lengthy chapters to indirect methods of 
contending with the scourge of polygamy, including significant expenditures for education, 
social welfare, and employment initiatives in the Bedouin sector – despite the fact that the 
government's Five Year Plan for the Bedouin Sector devoted billions of shekels to these 
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On the top of the hill, at the edge of the village, Najah Moukhanam is looking with 

melancholy at her almond trees and blooming flowers that she planted. Her garden and 

tent can be destroyed at any time by the Israeli army. “I am tired. My body, my heart and 

my mind are tired,” Moukhanam told Mondoweiss. “It’s impossible that they demolish and I 

leave my homeland, because if I left they will take it. [So] they demolish and I build again, I 

will put in all my effort and stay in this land.”

The inhabitants of Susiya are farmers, or so called fellahin in Arabic. In 1986, they were 

expelled from their village in the south Hebron Hills of the West Bank when it was 

declared an archaeological site by Israel. They were forced to settle a hundred meters 

away in tents on their farmland. Considered illegal by the Israeli state, the village of 350 

residents and 107 structures including 32 houses has been dismantled several times and is 

constantly under demolition threat, though this has made the village a symbol of 

steadfastness.

Susiya has been engaged in a legal fight since 2012. The villagers, with the support of 

Haqel: In Defense of Human Rights, an Israeli/Palestinian interfaith human rights NGO, 

commissioned a master plan to legalize the village, which has been rejected several times 

by the Israeli authorities.

Adena Ben-Reuven Co-Director of Haqel said villagers build illegal structures due to 

Israeli building permits being impossible for Palestinians to obtain. They continue to build 

for humanitarian need, such as the extension of family or repaires needed following 

damage sustained from harsh weather conditions. “Yes its true that they are building 

illegally, but it’s for basic humanitarian needs, they are not building a villa,” Adena Ben-

Reuven told Mondoweiss.

On the 5th of February, the Israeli High Court of Justice decided that seven structures out 

of the 15 under demolition threat could be demolished without delay by the Civil 

Administration. The court also determined the village medical clinic must not be 

demolished until July, stating that weight needs to be given to humanitarian 

Video: Susiya calls for greater international solidarity to stop demolitions 
following Israeli high court decision
Mondoweiss Editors (https://mondoweiss.net/author/mondoweiss-editors/) on February 16, 2018
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Mordechai Sones, 4/25/2018 ,ח"עשת רייאב 'י

iStock

The Regavim movement for protecting Israel's resources and sovereignty welcomes the 
announcement by Internal Security Minister Gilad Erdan of "unprecedented steps" to 
enforce the law in the Bedouin sector.

"The footage of shooting and reckless behavior on the roads of the south that we posted on 
social media had a tremendous impact and generated broad interest and discussion - 
among the public, in the media, and in the political sphere. This is gratifying and 
encouraging, but, frankly, more than anything, it's worrying," said Meir Deutsch, Regavim's 
Director of Policy and Parliamentary Affairs.

"These video clips exposed the public to isolated episodes, simply because they were 
caught on film - but thousands of similar episodes receive no attention whatsoever and are 
largely ignored, just as the problem of wandering camels that we have been sounding the 
alarm about for years doesn't make headlines until people are injured or killed in collisions 
that should have been avoided.
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Arutz Sheva Staff, 1/15/2018 ,ח"עשת תבטב ח"כ

Regavim

Bedouin citizens in the Negev have begun embedding an image of Al-Aqsa mosque in the 
stone walls of their homes, Israel Hayom reported.

The new signs are part of a larger trend in which the Bedouin population Islamic and 
radical, and more supportive of the Palestinian Authority as a result of the Bedouin 
"importing" of PA wives.

Muslims are polygamous, and in Bedouin society, the first, most honored wife is another 
Bedouin, while second wives, who are considered lower class, come from the PA or Gaza. 
As a result of this "intermarriage," many PA and Gazan women acquire Israeli citizenship, 
and many Bedouin children feel a close connection with the PA and Gaza.

"These signs are warning signals, warning us of the arousal of nationalistic [tendencies] 
among Israel's Bedouin citizens," Amihai Yogev of Regavim noted. "We need to understand 
that this is mostly the result of State policies.

The Regavim Movement works to preserve state lands.
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Mordechai Sones, 1/16/2018 ,ח"עשת תבטב ט"כ

Regavim

A teenager was killed and four people were injured today in a collision on Route 40 near 
Nafha Prison. The accident occured when a vehicle hit a stray camel that had wandered 
onto the road, causing the vehicle to flip over.from the impact. Some of the injured 
passengers are still trapped in their vehicle.

The Magen David Adom team treated a 13-year-old boy whose condition was initially 
defined as critical but eventually they were forced to declare his death.

Two critical and two moderately injured people are being treated. Two helicopters were 
called in to help evacuate the injured.

Police traffic examiners who arrived at the scene are investigating the circumstances of the 
accident.

Road 40 was blocked to traffic in the Nafha Prison area in both directions. Police are asking 
drivers traveling in the area to take alternative routes. Fire and Rescue teams are at work at 
the scene.
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Regavim

Arabs in Samaria have taken advantage of the ongoing Civil Administration strike by 
beginning large-scale quarrying work near the road leading from Modi'in to the towns of 
western Binyamin in Samaria, apparently for the purpose of establishing a new illegal 
neighborhood in the village of Shukba.

The works are located only a few hundred yards from the Israeli community Na'ale.

Civil Administration employees recently launched a strike because of a dispute over the 
terms of their employment. The inspection division of the Civil Administration has also been 
affected, a fact which Arab construction contractors have taken advantage of.

When the quarrying began several weeks ago, the Regavim organization, which monitors 
illegal Arab building on state land, sent a request to the Civil Administration to stop the work 
at an early stage, prior to the start of construction, and to prevent irreversible damage to the 
environment.
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Regavim

The Regavim movement for protecting Israel's resources welcomed approval of regulations 
in the Interior Committee tonight allowing for administrative fines for illegal construction and 
breaching demolition orders.

"After years of stalemate, the moment of truth has now arrived where we'll see whether the 
State will act against this national plague," Regavim said.

The Administrative Offenses Regulations approved today by the Interior and Environmental 
Protection Committee state that for the first time administrative fines will be imposed for 
building violations and deviations. Fines range from NIS 8,000 to NIS 300,000 and will be 
imposed according to different variables: the size of the building, the location of the 
building, construction offenses and usage offenses, private or corporate construction, and 
more.

Regavim, which operates in the field of enforcement and legislation against illegal 
construction throughout the country, calls this "an important first stage".

"In the State of Israel there are hundreds of thousands of 'hardcore' illegal structures, and 
this does not take into account structures with building irregularities," explains Regavim's 
Policy and Legislation Director Meir Deutsch.
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Mordechai Sones, 5/17/2018 ,ח"עשת ןויסב 'ג

Regavim

The Israel Police and General Security Service (Shabak) yesterday announced the capture
and arrest of a crime and terror cell from the Bedouin town Bir Hadaj in the Negev. All five 
suspects were charged with damaging IDF security installations on the Israel-Egypt border 
to facilitate drug-smuggling operations.

The Regavim movement for protecting Israel's resources issued a statement about the 
operation: "Bir Hadaj has long been the capital of crime and drugs in the Negev. The bands 
of marauders who infiltrated the IDF base at Tze'elim, stealing everything they can get their 
hands on - from weapons and ammunition to the personal belongings and private cars of 
soldiers serving on the base - come from nearby Bir Hadaj."
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Mordechai Sones, 2/1/2018 ,ח"עשת טבשב ז"ט

Regavim

The Supreme Court on Thursday authorized the immediate demolition of three structures in 
the outpost of Nawaj'ah after it was determined that they were built after an interim 
injunction prohibiting continued construction was issued.

The legal process involving the site has been underway since 2011, when the Regavim
watchdog group, which monitors illegal construction, first petitioned to demolish the illegal 
outpost built between the Israeli village of Sussiya and the National Park of Ancient 
Sussiya.

Arabs in the area who filed a counter-petition in 2014 continued to build illegally and even 
demanded they be given an additional 1,500 acres of land and recognition as a 
neighborhood of the Palestinian Authority town of Yatta.

The Civil Administration Supreme Planning Council rejected the plan, noting that Yatta is 
several miles from the outpost. The State proposed arranging the outpost on state lands 
adjacent to Yatta.
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Regavim

The Supreme Court is ending the longterm leniency shown Negev Bedouin local councils 
Neveh Midbar and Al Kasum, two councils that have never collected municipal taxes from 
their residents.

The judges warned the councils that if they do not collect municipal taxes by August, the 
amount that should have been collected will be deducted from the total annual budget the 
State grants them.

As early as 2011, the State Comptroller's report stated that despite the high budgets 
allocated by the government, the regional council established in 2002 presents a deficit of 
millions of shekels year after year, without much effort to increase its own income.

In response to a 2014 petition filed by the Regavim movement for protecting Israel's 
resources and sovereignty, the Supreme Court ordered the councils to begin collecting 
municipal property tax. Despite the clear instructions, the councils did not do what was 
required of them.
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Al-Aqsa symbols on homes show Islamization in
Bedouin sector

israelhayom.com/2018/01/15/al-aqsa-symbols-on-homes-show-islamization-among-bedouin

Israeli Bedouin are showing increasing
radicalization since U.S. President Donald Trump's
Dec. 6 recognition of Jerusalem as capital of Israel •
Former Shin Bet official points to marriages
between Bedouin, Palestinians as a contributing
factor.

Nikki Guttman

Photo: Dudu Grunshpan

Islamization has been growing in the Bedouin sector in Israel, as can bee seen in the

increasing number of  Al-Aqsa mosque symbols on the walls of Bedouin homes in recent

months.

Most of the homes bearing the symbol are new constructions in Bedouin towns and

villages. Bedouin are also building more mosques in their communities.

As well as increasingly embracing Islam, the Bedouin are increasingly adopting a

Palestinian identity.

Faiz Abu Sahiban, former mayor of the Bedouin town Rahat and a member of the Southern

Branch of the Islamic Movement, told Israel Hayom that religion is becoming a stronger

presence in the sector.

1/3

KHAN AL-AHMAR, West Bank — Over the past decade, Eid Abu Khamis has trotted the globe in an effort to gain 
international support for his battle against the looming demolition of his Bedouin community northeast of 
Jerusalem. 

“I’ve seen the entire world, but at the end of the day, all my heart wants is to return to the desert,” said the Jahalin 
tribe leader in the herding village of Khan al-Ahmar. 

But in the power struggle between Israel and the Palestinians in the West Bank, even a small tract of wasteland can 
become prime real estate, and the interests of Khamis’s clan aren’t much of a priority for the people deciding their 
fate. 

“Nobody asks the Bedouin what they want,” Khamis said between puffs on his cigarette while sitting in the village’s 
welcoming tent.

'WHY CAN'T WE JUST BE A NEIGHBORHOOD OF KFAR ADUMIM?'

Unwanted by Israel and the PA, Bedouin have 
nowhere to go but ‘up in the air’

The Jahalin clan’s central West Bank village is about to be demolished by security forces, and its residents are 
caught in the power struggle between Jerusalem and Ramallah

By JACOB MAGID | 9 March 2018, 6:41 am

Bedouin students arrive at school at Khan al-Ahmar, near the Kfar Adumim settlement in the West Bank on September 2, 2016. (AP/Majdi Mohammed) 
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Public Relations

Civil Administration teams arrived Monday evening at the Hirbat Zanuta archaeological site 
in the southern Hevron hills to demolish an illegal building used as a school established in 
recent weeks with the aid and funding of the European Union.

Six months ago, the Supreme Court struck down a legal process that had continued for 
more than a decade over the illegal Arab outpost. The judges ruled that the demolition 
orders issued against the outpost's houses would not be implemented at this stage, on the 
condition that no further construction took place in the compound.

After the Har Hevron Council's Land Commissioner located the new construction, the 
Regavim Movement, which takes legal action against illegal Arab building across Israel, 
approached the Civil Administration, demanding that it act urgently against the offenders, 
who blatantly violated the Supreme Court ruling.

Last night, the administration's teams arrived at the site to demolish the building.
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Flash 90

The Jerusalem District Court on Monday morning ordered the dissolution of the Israeli non-
profit organization "La'jnat al Amal," ('The Workers' League').

The decision followed actions taken by the International Legal Forum and Justice Minister 
Ayelet Shaked (Jewish Home).

La'jnat al Amal served as the Israeli conduit for funds donated by foreign governments and 
foundations to the Union of Agricultural Works Committees (UAWC), a Palestinian Authority 
committee that is the agricultural division of the Popular Front for the Liberation of 
Palestine, a terror organization founded by George Habash and dedicated to the 
eradication of Israel.

Several weeks ago, the Regavim movement, which works to preserve state lands, exposed 
the UAWC-initiated campaign to seize control of tens of thousands of dunams of land in 
strategic locations throughout Judea and Samaria which fall under full Israeli control 
according to the Oslo Accords.

December 20, 2018 Thursday 12 Tevet 5779 
2:37 IST 

Select Language ▼

a woman from the West Bank village of Sussiya.(Photo 
by: TOVAH LAZAROFF)

Joint List MK: Appeal to Trump to help save Sussiya 
By TOVAH 
LAZAROFF
02/18/2018 

This isn’t just the battle of one small village but a battle about Israel’s future and the future of a Palestinian 
state.
The Palestinians living in Sussiya should appeal to the Trump administration to save their West 
Bank village from demolition by the IDF, Joint List MK Dov Henin said.

He spoke during a solidarity visit to the area on Sunday with his party head, MK Ayman Odeh.

Henin’s words were greeted by quizzical stares from the male villagers who gathered to speak 
with the two parliamentarians in a small tent with an oriental carpet on the floor and cloth 
tapestries on the wall.

At issue was the immediate fate of seven illegally built modular structures, mostly tents and 
shacks, that the IDF is expected to demolish in the near future.

The High Court of Justice is in the process of adjudicating the overall fate of the illegal village of 
some 100 structures, located in the South Hebron Hills between the Jewish settlement of Sussiya 
and the archeological ruins of a Jewish community that dates back to the 5th century.

The Obama administration had been vocal in its opposition to the demolition of Sussiya and 
Democratic members of Congress continue to speak out on its behalf.

“I do not know what the situation is with Trump. No one can say,” said Odeh.

Henin added that with regards to US presidents, sometimes, “even if the overall policy is 
problematic, on a specific point, they have an interest in showing that they are not one-sided.”

Sussiya is not about local issues regarding land and authorizations, but is part of the larger 
Israeli-Palestinian conflict, Henin said.

The decision to take down the homes here “comes from the highest echelon” and combating the 
demolition threat must involve a campaign that creates international pressure to thwart such a 
move, he said.

The two parliamentarians also made a small video of their visit, tweeted about it and publicly 
promised to stand with the villagers should the tractors arrive.
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High Court Approves The Immediate 

Destruction Of Buildings In An Arab Outpost

Israel’s High Court of Justice has given it approval for the immediate destruction of 
structures in an illegal PA (Palestinian Authority) outpost, known as Nawajah. The 
court sided with the state after learning the three structures in question were built 
after the court issued an injunction barring continued construction.

The Regavim organization has been fighting this particular battle for a number of 
years, citing the outpost and many others like it, are constructed with European 
Union funding.
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EU and Palestinian Illegal "Facts on the 

Ground"
Translations of this item:

• The real story is the land. Building on it was key to taking possession of an 
otherwise unattainable piece of territory, and making this possession 
appear irreversible.

• The basis of "The Fayyad Plan" (Official title: "Palestine: Ending the Occupa-
tion, Establishing the State") was, and remains, the creation of a de facto 
state -- without the need for negotiation with Israel -- through facts on the 
ground in areas under full Israeli administrative and security administra-
tion.

• Jahalin West would offer services that these Bedouin have never had -- ser-
vices the Palestinian Authority has never offered them: running water, elec-
tricity, permanent homes they themselves are free to design, health clinics, 
public transportation, schools, access to employment, and more.

What the Palestinian Authority, the European Union, Israel's High Court of Justice, 
three Israeli towns, and the Jahalin tribe have in common is the Bedouin settlement of 
Khan al-Akhmar.

The battle for this Arab settlement has been waged in the international media and the 
Israeli Supreme Court for more than a decade, and its story is a microcosm of the 
Arab-Israel conflict, complete with alternative narratives, shifting alliances, unclear 
lines of responsibility and murky vested interests.

The first problem is that Khan al Akhmar is located in an area, unpoetically named 
Area C, where, according to the United Nations, "Israel retains near exclusive control, 
including over law enforcement, planning and construction."

This small cluster of Bedouin homes is actually sitting on land in an Israeli township, 
Kfar Adumim, at a strategic crossroads between Jerusalem, the Dead Sea, and the out-
lying Arab neighborhoods of Jerusalem, making it crucial both to the Israelis and the 
Palestinians.

EU and Palestinian Illegal "Facts on the Ground" Page 1 of 6

https://www.gatestoneinstitute.org/12416/palestinian-illegal-building 20-Dec-18

(J

New camel law passes Knesset Finance 
Committee

MAY 23, 2018, 4:15 PM 

NS) The Knesset Finance Committee approved the Camel Law, initiated by Regavim and 

Knesset member Bezalel Smotrich, for its second and third readings in the Knesset 

plenum. Regulations requiring identification and registration of camels by subcutaneous 

microchip were approved, as well as criminal responsibility for camel owners.

The law, which is scheduled for its final Knesset plenum hearing ("second and third reading"), 

was drafted jointly by Regavim, Smotrich (a resident of the Negev community Retamim) and 

other Knesset members.

Under the new legislation, camel owners will bear criminal responsibility for accidents and 

damages caused by their animals. Camels will be required to have a subcutaneous digital 

microchip recording the owner's details — similar to the microchips with which dogs and other 

pets are currently registered. Additionally, the new Camel Law will require owners to officially 

register the sale or transfer of ownership of all camels in a Ministry of Agriculture database.

Camels in Israel. (COURTESY)

TRY 3 FREE MONTHS!
Holiday Sale ends 1/3/19 LEARN MORE ›
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High Court Takes Off Gloves, Warns 
Bedouin Councils: Collect Property 

Taxes or Lose Funding
By David Israel  - 5 Nisan 5778 – March 21, 2018

The High Court of Justice has removed the gloves in its dealing with the 
Bedouin regional councils of Neve Midbar and Al-Kasom, which have never 
collected municipal property taxes from their residents. The justices warned 
the two councils that should they not start to collect property taxes by 
August, the amount that should have been collected would be deducted from 
the total annual budget they receive from the state, the Regavim movement 
reported Wednesday.

As early as 2011, the state comptroller’s report determined that despite high 
budgets they receive from the government, the regional councils claim a 
deficit of millions of shekels year in and year out, without any discernible 
effort to increase its revenues from local sources.

View of the Bedouin village of Umm al Hiran, in the Negev desert.

Photo Credit: Hadas Parush / Flash 90
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Israel Won’t Carry Out Bedouin 
Expulsion Ruling

By Hana Levi Julian  - 23 Tevet 5778 – January 10, 2018

After investing millions to create infrastructure and lay the groundwork for 
new, modern, legal housing for the Jahalin Bedouin clan, the State has 
notified the High Court of Justice that it will not evacuate them from illegal 
settlement clusters within the Maaleh Adumim municipal boundaries.

An appeal submitted by the Regavim watchdog NGO exposed the reason for 
the collapse of the negotiated agreement with the Jahalin clan to relocate 
voluntarily: pressure and threats from the Palestinian Authority.

The State of Israel has invested many millions in “West Jahalin,” a modern 
neighborhood complete with infrastructure and generous residential plots 
located near Abu Dis, with the intention of relocating – free of charge – some 

Ma'ale Adumim and surrounds, showing the E-1 corridor and Abu Dis

Photo Credit: Google Maps
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Mordechai Sones, 5/22/2018 ,ח"עשת ןויסב 'ח

Flash 90

The Knesset Finance Committee today approved the Camel Law in second and third 
reading in the Knesset, and approved regulations requiring identification of livestock that 
will require camels to be fitted with a subcutaneous microchip.

The law, which is scheduled for its final Knesset plenum hearing ("second and third 
reading") next week, was drafted jointly by the Regavim movement to protect Israel's 
recourses and Jewish Home MK Betzalel Smotrich, a resident of the Negev community 
Retamim, and other MKs.

Under the new legislation, camel owners will bear criminal responsibility for accidents and 
damages caused by their animals. Camels will be required to have a subcutaneous digital 
microchip recording the owner's details – similar to microchips with which dogs and other 
pets are currently registered. Additionally, the new Camel Law will require owners to 
officially register sale or transfer of ownership of all camels in an Agriculture Ministry 
database.
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Mordechai Sones, 2/20/2018 ,ח"עשת רדאב 'ה

Flash 90

Two years ago, the Regavim movement for protecting Israel's resources and sovereignty 
uncovered Israeli police data showing that every year police respond to 1,000 complaints of 
camels roaming roads in the south (a total of 7151 cases from January 2008 until June 
2015).

Regavim publicized the issue, petitioned to have law enforcement intervene, and wrote 
letters and drafted legislation to kept the issue alive in the media and the Knesset. 
Yesterday their efforts paid off: The "Camel Law" passed the first legislative hurdle towards 
enactment.

For nearly two years, Regavim, together with MK Bezalel Smotrich, has been working on 
formulating a law to regulate oversight of animals in the public domain and to end the 
lawlessness and chaos of wandering camels on the Negev's roads - a phenomenon that 
has caused numerous traffic accidents, many of them fatal.

If the new law is enacted, camel owners will be held criminally responsible for accidents 
and damages caused by their animals. The law will require all camels to be tagged with 
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UN accused of illegal building at agency HQ in Jerusalem
By Ben Evansky, , 

Published February 09, 2018 

Fox News

An aerial view of the U.N. compound as it looks today. The green line is the current compound, the red line marks the original 
dimensions allotted by the Israeli government for use by the U.N. It has constructed additional buildings, a gas station, storage 
facilities, and more: all without building permits or oversight of any kind. (Regavim) 

A United Nations agency has been accused of breaking Israeli law by improperly expanding its Jerusalem headquarters.

According to Regavim, an Israeli non-governmental organization (NGO), the accusations include illegal encroachment and seizure 
of public property.

The agency being blamed is the United Nations Truce Supervision Organization. Incidentally, UNTSO is based in the same south 
Jerusalem neighborhood where the new U.S. Embassy will soon relocate, following President Donald Trump’s decision to move it 
from Tel Aviv last year.

Regavim says it first discovered the U.N. agency's building activity in March of last year, and petitioned Israel’s Supreme Court to 
get the government to enforce the law.

The NGO describes itself as a “research-based think tank and lobbying group dedicated to the preservation of Israel’s resources 
and protection of Israeli sovereignty through unbiased application and enforcement of the law.”

Regavim’s spokesperson, Naomi Kahn, showed Fox News aerial pictures that she said reveals the illegal building. She explained 
that the unlawful work include demolition of historic buildings, construction of an illegal storage facility and a gas station, which she 
said has caused environmental damage to the surrounding area. Kahn said, “To make matters worse, the compound has grown 
through illegal encroachment and seizure of public property from 11 acres to just over 19.”

Eugene Kontorovich, a professor of international and constitutional law at Northwestern University, told Fox News that Regavim’s 
lawsuit is aimed against the Israeli government to compel them to enforce the law, but the U.N. is shielded by its longstanding 
immunity. “Immunity means they cannot be sued in court — even if the court agrees their action is unlawful.”

He said, “The U.N. is behaving absolutely lawlessly in Jerusalem. Even if it considers Israel an occupying power, it is bound to heed 
the municipal and safety regulations of such a power, which are entirely lawful. The U.N. does not own the building and does not 
pay rent.”

Last summer an understanding was reportedly reached between U.N. Secretary-General António Guterres and Israeli Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu during Guterres’ visit to Israel. It’s unclear what was exactly agreed upon since neither side 
responded to Fox News with a clear answer.

When asked by Fox News for an update, Stéphane Dujarric, the spokesman for the U.N. Secretary General Antonio Guterres, said 
he had nothing new: “No, no change that I’m able to report to you.”
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The Knesset’s Internal Affairs and Environment Committee approved 

new regulations that will impose administrative fines on illegal 

construction and violations of demolition orders.

Regulations approved on Monday by the Knesset’s Internal Affairs 

Committee mandate administrative fines ranging from NIS 8,000 to NIS 

300,000, to be levied as a first line of defense against illegal construction, 

according to specific criteria, including size of the structure, location, 

specific building or utilization infractions, private versus corporate 

construction, and more.

“After years of inaction, the ‘money time’ is finally here. The State of 

Israel must prove that it is serious about putting an end to what has been 

called ‘a national scourge,’ ” Regavim, an NGO at the forefront of the 

legal and legislative battle against illegal construction throughout Israel, 

Knesset advances regulations 
imposing fines on illegal 
housing construction
“In the State of Israel, there are hundreds of thousands of ‘hardcore’ 
illegal structures, aside from structures that deviate from building code 
regulations,” says Meir Deutsch, director of policy and parliamentary 
affairs at Regavim.
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Illegal construction, taken in the Misgav region of the Galilee. Photo credit: Regavim.
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(May 16, 2018 / JNS)

On Wednesday, the Israel Police and General Security Service (Shabak) 

announced the capture and arrest of a crime and terror cell from the 

Bedouin town Bir Hadaj in the Negev. All five suspects have been 

charged with damaging the Israel Defense Forces’s security installations 

on the Israel-Egypt border in order to facilitate their drug-smuggling 

operation.

Bir Hadaj has long been the capital of crime and drugs in the Negev 

Desert. The bands of marauders who infiltrate the IDF base at 

Bedouin town of Bir Hadaj, 
crime capital of the Negev
Most of the houses of Bir Hadaj were built illegally on Jewish-owned 
land that was seized by force.
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An aerial view of Bir Hadaj, with the private, Jewish-owned land marked by blue lines. Credit: Regavim.
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Arutz Sheva Staff, 10/8/2018 ,ט"עשת ירשתב ט"כ

iStock

On Sunday Israel's Inter-Ministerial Committee on the Negative Impact of the Practice of 
Polygamy passed a series of groundbreaking resolutions in the Cabinet.

The Committee, headed by Justice Minister Ayelet Shaked (Jewish Home), noted that there 
has been a significant increase in enforcement, thanks to increased reporting.

Polygamy is illegal in Israel, but is rampant in the Arab sector, where the additional wives 
are not reported.

Responding to the additional resolutions, Regavim's spokesperson said, "This is an 
important and historic step, the first on the long road to eradicating the practice of polygamy 
in Israel. We applaud Minister of Justice Shaked and Director General of the Ministry, 
Attorney Emi Palmor, for their leadership and intensive efforts."

"For the first time in Israel's history, a standing committee will take practical and significant 
action against the illegal practice of polygamy.

"Thanks to this important effort, and as a result of very unique cooperation between 
Regavim and women's rights groups in the Bedouin sector, we were able to block the 
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